
THE WILL OF GOD 

Thursday, November 29 

Reading: Isaiah 53:7-12 
 

Isaiah 53:10  Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the  
LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the  
will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.  

 

A bishop of a century ago pronounced from his pulpit and in the periodical he edited that 

heavier-than-air flight was both impossible and contrary to the will of God. Oh, the irony that 

Bishop Wright had two sons, Orville and Wilbur! Wright was wrong. Sure of himself, but 

wrong. 
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The will of God sometimes appears in strange ways to man’s way of thinking. Isaiah 53 presents 

God’s Suffering Servant as a man oppressed and afflicted. A man who did not rail or defend 

Himself before His enemies. A man who was “cut off from the land of the living.” How could 

this great injustice bring the salvation of God?  

 

In the last half of Isaiah 53 we are on resurrection ground! This One who was killed with the 

wicked and buried in a borrowed rich man’s tomb would rise again (“prolong His days”) and 

start to build His church (“see His offspring”).  

 

In the middle of all this, Isaiah records these startling words:  
 

“Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer, and though the  LORD makes  

His life an offering for sin, He will see His offspring and prolong His days, and the will of the LORD  

will prosper in His hand” (53:10). 

 

Many critics have claimed that Jesus’ mission to bring in God’s kingdom failed and He ended up 

on a cross. But the death of Jesus was not the conclusion of some failed plan. It was the plan of 

God all along! Through His death, Christ would satisfy the justice of God, bear our sins, and 

justify us in God’s sight (53:11-12). Who would have expected God’s will to work like that!  

 

Several important truths from this passage spring to mind as I contemplate God’s will. First, we 

must realize that we can only obey God’s will for us because Christ perfectly obeyed God’s will. 

He died and rose again so we can live in newness of life.  

 

Second, Jesus’ death reminds us that obeying God’s will does not mean a life of ease and 

pleasure. For Jesus, it meant rejection, humiliation, pain, and death. We must be willing to accept 

whatever and wherever God leads us. 

 

Third, we must be patient in looking for the fulfillment of God’s will. While Jesus’ sacrifice was 

once-for-all, the results had only begun and still continue to this day! They will continue into 

eternity. Christ is still building His church which He bought with His shed blood. We may never 

see the final results of God’s will for our life, but if we follow Him “the will of God will prosper 

in His hand.” 

 

Don’t cut short the will of God! We all need to be serious about the following prayer that has 

repeated by so many: “Dear God, Your will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else. Amen.” 
 

 

1
  Robert P Dugan Jr. Winning the New Civil War, p 38 quoted at https://www.sermonsearch.com/sermon-

illustrations/7045/wright-was-wrong/ 

 
THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Jonah 1-2; Revelation 1 


