
HOPE: IN THE BEGINNING 

Monday, November 29 

Reading: Genesis 3 
 

Genesis 3:15  And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers;  

he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  
 

In the heart of God, the story of Christmas began in eternity past. It was His plan from before the 

creation of the world (Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:18-20). For humanity, the Christmas story began 

in the Garden of Eden. The first man and woman lived in God’s perfect creation and had perfect 

fellowship with their Creator. Then Adam and Eve disobeyed God and sin entered into God’s 

world distorting and twisting everything.  

 

The man and the woman now hid in fear and shame from the presence of the Lord. The perfect 

fellowship with God (and each other) had been broken and now conflict, pain, sickness, and 

death became the new normal for this world.  In His mercy God killed an animal and used its 

skin to cover their nakedness. He expelled them from the garden lest they eat of the Tree of Life 

and live forever in their sinful condition. And He made a promise. One day the offspring 

(literally “seed”) of the woman would crush the head of the serpent. 

 

Genesis 3:15 has been called the Protevangelium – “the first gospel” message. After cursing the 

serpent, God turns His attention to the power behind the serpent – Satan himself. Here is a 

promise that one day Satan would be defeated. At the cross, Satan struck (literally ‘bruised’ or 

‘crushed’) Christ’s heel but in the process Christ crushed his head. A heel bruise, though painful, 

is not permanent. A blow to the head however is fatal. Through His suffering and death on the 

cross Jesus defeated the power of Satan. And He rose from the dead to prove He is God and His 

salvation is sure! Isn’t it just like God to give a promise of salvation even before pronouncing 

judgment on Adam and Eve’s sin! 

 

Old Testament history is the story of this longing for God to fulfill His promise of a Savior. In 

Romans, the Apostle Paul affirms that even creation “has been groaning” because of the curse of 

sin (Romans 8:20-22). At Jesus’ First Coming He laid the ground work so sin could be forgiven 

by His death on the cross in our place. When He comes again in glory He will abolish sin and 

death forever! He will transform us into His likeness and we will spend eternity in His presence. 

This should be what is behind our yearning during the Christmas season. 
 

And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as a foretaste of future glory, for we 

long for our bodies to be released from sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God 

will give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. We were given 

this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to hope for it. But if we look 

forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.)  

(Romans 8:23-25 New Living Translation) 
 

What excites you about the Christmas season? The word “ADVENT” means coming. It is the 

coming of Christ to fulfill God’s promise that should ring in our hearts. It is the promise of His 

coming again that should stir our souls to sing “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” 
 
 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Amos 4-6; Revelation 2 


