
JAMES: PLEA FOR PATIENCE 

Saturday, November 28 

Reading: James 4:13 – 5:12 
 

James 5:8  You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 
 

The poem ‘Invictus’ by William Ernest Henley ends by saying, ‘I am he master of my fate. I am 

the captain of my soul.” Many people, even some Christians, live by this motto. They are living 

their lives by their own rules and standards. James talks about two areas where people have this 

problem. 

 

First, he talks about FUTURE PLANNING (4:13-17). While planning for the future is a 

necessity, the problem is these people were making plans and leaving God out of the agenda. 

They are boasting about their success and taking all the credit for themselves, leaving God out of 

the picture. They forgot that life is unpredictable and we never know what will change from day 

to day. A proper attitude toward the future is to bathe every plan in prayer and follow God’s will 

even if it takes you in a different direction than you planned. It is sin for us to ignore God’s good 

to do what we want to do instead. 

 

Next James talks about FORTUNE BUILDING (5:1-6). Unlike those in the previous section 

who receive warning and correction, these rich people receive only condemnation. Obviously 

they are not believers. They have no regard for God and have replaced Him in their lives with 

money. They had abused their position piling up their wealth instead of using it to help others 

(5:2-3, 5). They had abused people by cheating their workers (5:4). And they abused their power 

by taking advantage of those who could not help themselves and manipulating the courts for 

their own benefit to increase their wealth by crushing the poor (5:6). 

 

The solution to wrong future planning and enduring the oppression of fortune builders is patience 

(5:7-12). “Patience is a virtue.” That’s easy to say but often hard to live! Believers can endure 

hard times and persecution because they know that one day the Lord will return and set 

everything right. Just like the farmer does his part and then patiently waits for God to send the 

rain, so we are to continue to serve Christ as we wait for His coming. There is a play on words 

here in the Greek in verses 8-9. Believers are not to stenadzo (grumble) but steridzo (stand firm). 

We are in good company when we endure suffering for our faith for men like the prophets and 

Job had conviction, courage, and patience to face the problems and persecution in their lives as 

well.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

At first glance, James 5:12 seems out of place. What does taking oaths have to do with patience 

and endurance? James is again connecting what people say to how they live. He has pointed out 

the importance of our speech matching our faith in every chapter of this letter. During seasons of 

suffering, it is easy to say things we do not mean or even bargain with God – “If You get me out 

of this, I will do such and such.” This kind of foolish talk is what James is saying to avoid. 

Believers’ lives should be marked by integrity. We should not need to use vows or oaths to 

convince people that we are telling the truth. Our “yes” will mean yes and our “no” will mean no 

without the need for any statements like “As God is my witness” or “I swear on my mother’s 

grave.” While oaths or vows are OK in certain situations, they should not be necessary during the 

regular course of living. Oath-taking is popular because people are liars! Christians should be 

known for their truthfulness! 
 


