
JAMES: DEFEATING THE DEVIL 

Friday, November 27 

Reading: James 3:13 – 4:12 
 

James 4:7  Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8  Come near  

to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double- 

minded. 9  Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10  Humble 

yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. 
 

Satan is alive and well. In these verses James tells us that our actions will show if we are 

following God’s wisdom or the world’s wisdom which he calls “earthly, unspiritual, demonic” 

(3:14). This is another way of saying this ‘wisdom’ comes from the World, the flesh, and the 

devil. It is always selfish and self-destructive (3:14-16). 

 

In contrast, God’s wisdom (4:17) produces holiness (pure) and right relationships with God and 

with others (peace-loving). Someone living by godly wisdom knows how to temper justice with 

mercy, how to forgive and be sensitive to others (considerate). They are willing to yield and have 

a flexible spirit – willing to admit when they are wrong and have a teachable spirit that is willing 

to listen to others (submissive). They have compassion and put it into action (full of mercy and 

good fruit). They are people who do not play favorites and do not pretend to be something they 

are not (impartial and sincere). 

 

James 4 tells us about a battle for our heart. Satan loves to use conflict (4:1) jealous desire (4:2), 

and selfish ambition (4:3) to tear us apart. Satan’s goal is to get believers so in love with the 

world that they will not obey God (4:4-5). We have a real enemy that is out to destroy us. How 

do we battle Satan and his demons? James gives us three commands to follow (“The Three R’s”):  

 

1. Resistance (4:6-8a) – The first step is not to attack Satan but to submit ourselves to God. The 

victory does not occur when Satan’s plans are thwarted, but when we surrender our will to 

God’s will. We are to stand up against Satan’s attacks in the power of the Spirit and a life 

surrendered to God. Satan is a defeated foe and must flee before the power of Christ. The 

battle plan then is not to know every detail about the enemy but to “come near to God.” We 

defeat Satan by having a strong, personal relationship with Christ.  

 

2. Repentance (v. 8b-9) – The second way we defeat Satan in our lives is sincere repentance. 

This must be both outward (hands) and inward (hearts). We must grieve over our sins 

because we know they grieve the heart of God. We need to get serious about getting rid of 

sin in our lives.  

 

3. Reverence (v. 10) – The final blow to Satan’s plan to destroy you is to have a reverence for 

God. Pride says, “I am the most important person! I am number one!” Humility says, “God 

has first place in my life!”  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

James 4:11-12 lists another deadly weapon in Satan’s arsenal – being judgmental. We often 

slander, gossip, and judge each other not to help the other person, but to tear them down. The 

'law’ believers are breaking here in the royal law of love James has spoken about earlier (2:8-9). 

Christ alone is the Judge. Our duty is to help restore other believers in a humble loving spirit, but 

never to condemn and tear them down 

 

READ THE NT: 1 John 1 


