
THE MARRING OF CHRIST 

Wednesday, November 27 

Reading: Isaiah 52:13-15 
 

Isaiah 52:14  Just as there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was so  

disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human likeness—  

15  so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their mouths because of him.  
 

I remember seeing Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the Christ” for the first time. At times it was 

very difficult to watch. The critics tore it apart for its vivid use of blood and violence to depict 

Christ’s flogging and crucifixion. I admit there were a few times I had to turn away. No one had 

ever depicted the death of Christ in such a real and shocking way. We had been accustomed to 

PG-rated versions in art and the media. Now the scene was displayed in all its ugly and bloody 

reality. 

 

The last verses of Isaiah 52 are a study in contrast. In these three verses we see both the 

Messiah’s exaltation and His humiliation. 

 

EXALTATION (52:13) – We must connect these words to the previous description of the bright 

future of God’s people. The reason for this bright future is because God’s Servant Messiah has 

fulfilled God’s wise plan of salvation and is now highly exalted and worshipped. This describes 

the Second Coming of Christ in power and glory. 

 

HUMILIATION (52:14) – This is a far cry from His first coming. Isaiah describes the Servant as 

causing those who saw Him to be appalled and shocked. The Hebrew word is used for the 

reaction of someone seeing total destruction and devastation. The word “disfigured” means just 

that. The Servant was marred beyond recognition as a man. Here we get a peek at what the 

beatings and crucifixion did to Jesus’ physical body. Mel Gibson was not far off! But worse than 

the physical suffering will the spiritual agony Isaiah will discuss in the next passage. 

 

INTENTION (52:15) – To merely focus on the pain and suffering Jesus’ endured misses the 

point. While Isaiah will go into more detail about the purpose and intentions of God, here we 

read that by His suffering Messiah “will sprinkle many nations.” This word “sprinkle” is used for 

the sprinkling of the blood of a lamb to purify the priests, the Tabernacle, and the holy things 

found there. Messiah’s death would purify a people called by His name.  

 

When I read verse 15, one phrase keeps running through my head. It is recorded in Zechariah 

12:10 and repeated twice by the Apostle John (John 19:37; Revelation 1:7) – “they will look on 

Me, the One they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him as on mourns for an only child…”  

 

When Christ returns in power in glory even His enemies will see and understand that He is the 

Savior that they rejected. And they will mourn because it is too late! The Suffering Servant is the 

Exalted Savior. 
 

And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because  

You were slain, and with Your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language  

and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they  

will reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10) 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Amos 7-9; 3 John 1 


