
JAMES: THE TERRIBLE TONGUE 

Thursday, November 26 

Reading: James 3:1-12 
 

James 3: 8  but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
 

While forest fires can be caused by anything from lightning strikes to natural combustion of dry, 

dead leaves, the number one cause of forest fires is people. One study discovered that more than 

80% of forest fires are caused by people, whether intentionally or unintentionally. Forest fires 

destroy an average of 1.2 million acres of land a year.  

 

Fire can be a dangerous thing. One unattended campfire can destroy thousands of homes and 

lives. This is why James compares our tongues to fire! Our tongue can destroy people’s lives just 

as easily as a forest fire. There are many comparisons that are worthy of notice. 

 

1. Fire starts small and grows. So our words may seem small and insignificant to us but 

have a far reaching impact that can grow out of control. 

2. Fire spreads. So gossip, false accusations, etc. quickly spread from one mouth to another 

until all are consumed.   
 

Proverbs 26:18-21  Like a madman shooting firebrands or deadly arrows is a man who deceives his neighbor 

and says, "I was only joking!" Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a quarrel dies down. As charcoal to 

embers and as wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife. 

 

3. Fire feeds on itself and heats things up. It continues to build strength and intensity the 

longer it burns. The longer it burns the hotter it gets. Our words are like that. Once they 

leave our mouths we can’t take them back and they grow from person to person until a 

“forest fire” erupts within the church and community. 

4. Fire smoke permeates and remains in everything it touches. Likewise, our words have a 

long lasting effect. They can permanently stain not only the person who speaks them but 

all those who are affected by them. 

 

This illustration should make us all consider closely the words we say and how we say them. Just 

a few words spoken in anger, jealousy, etc. can destroy all the good we have spent years building 

up. Our tongue can be “set on fire by hell.” Satan can use one word of gossip, bitterness, anger, 

or resentment to wipe out our testimony. Only through the power of the Holy Spirit can we ever 

hope to control “the terrible tongue.”  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

James final series of illustrations shows the tongue to be devious in nature (3:9-12). It can at 

times pronounce blessing and praise to God and then turn around and curse its fellow man. In all 

of creation, the human tongue is the only thing that can produce both good and bad from the 

same source. It is deceptive because who can tell which is the real attitude of the heart – the 

blessing or the cursing? One cannot be right with God by praising Him and then curse those who 

are made in His image! While people may be able to fool others with their false words, they are 

not fooling God! He sees the true attitude of the heart. 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Revelation 22 


