
JAMES: “LITE” FAITH 

Wednesday, November 25 

Reading: James 2 
 

James 2:14  What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith  

save him? 15  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16  If one of you says to him,  

"Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?  

17  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
 

The New Yorker ran the following cartoon in its paper. It showed a large sign out in front of the 

church which read: 
 

“The Lite Church: 24% Fewer Commitments, Home of the 7.5% tithe, fifteen-minute 

sermons, forty-five minute worship service. We have only eight commandments – your 

choice. We use just three spiritual laws. Everything you’ve wanted in a church . . . and 

less!” 
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Sadly, this is how many Christians view their faith. They want to do as little as they can and still 

be considered a child of God. They want a “lite” faith. When James says that “faith without 

works is dead,” he is not proposing that we are saved by good works. He is saying that true faith 

will always result in good works. 

 

James gives a poignant illustration of his point. If we come across someone in need, someone we 

have the ability to help and all we do is spout some pious platitudes we are betraying the fact that 

our faith is dead – it is not real. Genuine faith will have the compassion Christ had when He 

came across those in need. He reached out to them! He ministered to them! He met their needs! 

Faith is displayed by actions. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

Too often today, Christians believe that simply by attending church on the weekend they have 

fulfilled their commitment to Christ. They don’t need to get involved in serving others inside or 

outside the church. They feel content that they have done their duty by sitting in the pew and 

“gracing the church with their presence.” But James will not allow for that! That kind of faith is 

dead, useless, foolish! It is not the kind of faith that saves. As reformer John Calvin wrote, “Faith 

alone justifies, but the faith that justifies is never alone.” Good works will ALWAYS follow 

saving faith. We do not serve God to get saved or earn some kind of “brownie points.” We serve 

God because we love Him and we want to share His love with others.  

 

Do you have a “lite” faith? Is your goal to do as little as possible and still be a “Christian?” We 

all need to take James’ words to heart. If you don’t live it, you don’t believe it! 
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READ THE NT: Revelation 21 


