
MICAH: KING, SHEPHERD, PEACE 

Saturday, November 23 

Reading: Micah 5:1-6 
 

Micah 5:4  He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of 

the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.  
 

Having described God’s victory over the nations “in the last days,” the prophet now identifies the 

Savior who will bring it all about. Verse 1 connects back to Micah 4:9-10 talking about the 

Babylonian siege of Jerusalem. No Israelite defense will stop them from conquering the city and 

humiliating their king (strike on the cheek). 

 

However, another King would come to their rescue. He would not come with great pomp and 

fanfare but will be born in the tiny village of Bethlehem. But this “ruler over Israel” was more 

than a human king. His “origins are from of old, from ancient times.” This coming King is God 

in the flesh. This is the Christmas story. 

 

Micah returns to the ‘woman in labor’ imagery he had used in 4:9-10. As the nation would 

writhe in agony over their Babylonian exile, so they would continue to feel abandoned until this 

King born in Bethlehem returns to rescue and restore them. This verse is not speaking of Jesus’ 

First Coming but of His triumphant Second Coming! 

 

The people of Israel often were scattered and abused. Messiah will be the Shepherd that makes 

His flock secure and safe (5:4). Israel never had peace as they were constantly at war with or 

conquered by the nations around them. But Messiah would be their final and ultimate peace 

(5:5a). The Assyrians were the invasion threat in Micah’s day. But he cannot be speaking of that 

army for it destroyed Israel and almost shattered Judah as well if God had not stepped in (see 

Isaiah 36-37). In this passage Assyria stands for all the nations that oppose God and persecute 

His people. God Himself will rescue His people and bring ultimate peace (5:5b-6). 

 

LESSON ONE: “He Will Be Our Peace.” The Apostle Paul cites this verse when he says, “But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 

For He Himself is our peace…” (Ephesians 2:13-14). Peace is more than the absence of war. It is 

a state of well-being, harmony, tranquility that can only come from a relationship with God 

through Jesus Christ. It is a peace the world cannot understand that can calm our fears and give 

us strength to stand (see John 14:27).  

 

LESSON TWO: “We Will Raise Against Them Seven Shepherds, Even Eight Commanders.” 

This phrase is an idiom meaning that God will raise up many leaders. Seven is the number of 

completeness or perfection. Eight suggests even more than is necessary. God will raise up an 

abundance of leaders for Israel. During the Kingdom, the Shepherd-Messiah whose “greatness 

will reach to the ends of the earth” (5:4) will appoint leaders over Israel. Instead of Israel’s 

enemies invading their land, Israel will rule over their enemies. Micah is clear, however, that it is 

the King-Shepherd-Messiah who will deliver them. We too have been appointed by God to be 

His ambassadors to this world. Are we doing the job He has raised us up to do? How can we 

better fulfill the mission He has called us to? 
 


