
MICAH: GOD’S PLAN 

Friday, November 22 

Reading: Micah 4:1-13 
 

Micah 4:12  But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD; they do not understand his plan, that  
he has gathered them like sheaves to the threshing floor.  

 

At the time of Micah’s writing, the Temple was about to become “a mound overgrown with 

thickets” (3:12). But one day it would be “established as the highest of the mountains” (4:1). The 

phrase “the last days” in the prophets almost always refers to the days when God will establish 

His kingdom over all the earth; the time when Messiah will rule from Jerusalem. 

 

The prophet describes several characteristics of this kingdom. It will be a time of PERFECT 

WORSHIP (4:1). A time of PERFECT KNOWLEDGE (4:2) when all nations will come and 

learn the ways of the Lord. PERFECT JUSTICE and PEACE will reign as the Lord judges the 

nations (4:3) and people will experience PERFECT CONTENTMENT and JOY (4:4). God will 

restore His ‘lame’ and exiled people and rule over them forever (4:6-8). 

 

How different from the experience of Israel in the days following Micah’s prophecy. Their pain 

and agony will increase like a woman in labor. They will be removed from their precious city 

and exiled to Babylon. But God had a plan in all this! While being taken as exiles to Babylon 

was a punishment for their sin, it was also a way for God to redeem and purge His people (4:9-

10). Living in the midst of a foreign nation, many of the people would turn back to God. After 

the Babylonian Captivity, the Jewish nation was never again drawn to worship idols. 

 

God’s plan also involved punishing the enemy nations who had opposed Israel and their God. 

While God would give small victories to His people, the battle discussed in Micah 4:11-13 is the 

Battle of Armageddon. All nations will gather against Jerusalem to destroy it. But in the nick of 

time, Messiah will return and destroy these enemies, saving His people. 

 

LESSON ONE: “They Will Beat Their Swords into Plowshares.” These words were also written 

by Micah’s contemporary, the prophet Isaiah (2:4). These words are written on a wall across 

from the United Nations building in New York. But this monument leaves out the most 

important part. There will be no lasting peace brought in by human diplomacy or treaties. True 

peace will only come when Christ “will judge between nations.” Ultimate peace only arrives 

with the Prince of Peace. We often get upset when human efforts at peace fail. But we must 

remember that peace based on human origins will always fail eventually. Instead of focusing so 

much effort on politics and military strategy, we as believers should be proclaiming the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. He is the only One who will finally bring “peace on earth.” In the meantime, we 

can have “peace with God” (Romans 5:1) and “the peace of God” (Philippians 4:7) in our hearts. 

 

LESSON TWO: “But They Do Not Know the Thoughts of the Lord.” When the armies of the 

world gather at Armageddon they do not realize they are fulfilling God’s plan to judge the 

nations. Likewise, people who oppose God today are not thwarting His plans. God is in complete 

control and even the raging of the heathen does not disturb Him (see Psalm 2). Are you trusting 

in the Lord even when things look gloomy? 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Hosea 4-7; 1 John 5 


