
THANKFUL FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 

Monday, November 22 

Reading: Colossians 1 
 

Colossians 1:3  We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,  
4  because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people—  
5  the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven… 
 

What does Thanksgiving mean to you? Is it all about turkey, stuffing, and all the fixings? Or is it 

about the family getting together? Maybe it’s about gathering around the TV to watch the Detroit 

Lions lose another football game. Somehow in the midst of everything, many people have 

forgotten the “thanks” part of Thanksgiving. This week we will look at some things we can be 

thankful for. 

 

As the Apostle Paul opened his letter to the church in Colossae, the first thing he does is express 

his thankfulness to God for these believers. Even as a prisoner in Rome, Paul had heard about 

their “faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people” (1:4). This was a 

church that was living out their faith. They had believed the gospel message and it was “bearing 

fruit” in their lives and it was growing to all those around them. This is why Paul was so thankful 

for them and continually prayed that they would continue to grow in their faith and experience in 

Christ (1:9-14). 

 

Do you thank God for the Christian brothers and sisters He has put in your life? Do you pray for 

them on a regular basis? Notice that Paul did not pray for their physical health (although we 

should do that). He focused on their spiritual health. 

 

1. He prayed they would KNOW GOD’S WILL (1:9a) 

2. He prayed they would LISTEN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT (1:9b) 

3. He prayed they would PLEASE GOD IN THEIR SERVICE AND GROWTH (1:10) 

4. He prayed they would EXPERIENCE GOD’S POWER IN THEIR LIVES (1:11) 

5. He prayed they would BE THANKFUL FOR THE SALVATION CHRIST HAD GIVEN 

THEM (1:12) 

 

Spend some time today thanking God for the Christian friends and family He has placed in your 

life. Pray not only for their physical wellbeing but focus on their spiritual relationship and 

service to God. Be thankful for God’s people. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Hosea 4-7; 1 John 5 


