
MICAH: THE POWER PRINCIPLE 

Thursday, November 21 

Reading: Micah 3:1-12 
 

Micah 3:8  But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might,  
to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin. 

 

Micah begins his second message by speaking to the rulers and prophets once again. These men 

had abandoned their calling. Their services were “for sale” to the highest bidder. What was best 

for them and would line their pockets was now the goal. 

 

The prophet pictures Israel’s leaders as animals tearing the flesh and breaking the bones of their 

prey. Instead of caring for the people, they were abusing them for their own profit. When the day 

of trouble came these leaders should not expect God to answer their cries. They have not 

embraced justice and God will let them suffer the consequences of their sins (3:1-4). 

 

The prophets speak only for their own pleasure. They proclaim peace to those who feed them 

and war to those who oppose them. They do not speak for God! These charlatans will experience 

a special darkness. They will realize true hopelessness because God does not answer them either 

(3:5-7). 

 

The final end for those who live for themselves, despise justice, and are greedy for money is 

rejection by the Lord. These men had the gall to say “Is not God among us? No disaster will 

come upon us.” But they are only fooling themselves. Because of their sins Jerusalem and the 

temple would be become a heap of rubble overgrown with thickets (3:9-12). 

 

The prophet Micah stands in stark contrast to these false leaders and prophets. He is filled with 

the Spirit of the Lord who gives him power to stand against the corruption all around him. He is 

filled with justice and might. I can almost see him waving his finger in the faces of the false 

leaders and prophets exposing their sins and that of the people (3:8). He used the Spirit’s power 

to transform lives, not for personal gain. 

  

LESSON ONE: “Yet They Look for the Lord’s Support.” Despite all their sin, these people 

actually believed they were safe because the Lord was among them. They failed to realize that 

when they abandoned God He was no longer there to answer their prayers. We cannot live in sin 

and expect God to help and bless us. When we trade our God-given responsibilities for a life of 

pleasure and self-gratification, our sins separate us from God’s help (see Isaiah 59:2). God loves 

us too much to allow us to continue in sin. Only repentance can renew this broken relationship. 

Are there any sins in your life that are putting a barrier between you and the Lord? How can you 

remove this barrier?   

 

LESSON TWO: “But As For Me.” Micah is not bragging in this verse about his spiritual 

superiority. He simply wants the people to know a true witness for God from the false ones! 

Notice where his power and thirst for justice comes from – the Holy Spirit filling his life. Today, 

believers have a much closer relationship than even Micah had! We have the permanent 

indwelling of the Spirit of God – something the Old Testament saints could only dream of! Are 

we allowing the Spirit to use us to reveal sin and share the message of salvation with those 

around us? How can we be filled with more of His power for witness and service? 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Hosea 1-3; 1 John 4 


