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Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see…6  And without faith it is 

impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 

earnestly seek him. 
 

Do you have faith in the U.S. Post Office? In this day of email and Facebook, sending letters through the mail is 

becoming less frequent. In order for a letter to be delivered, I must take it to the mailbox, drop it in, and trust the 

post office to do their job. I can’t hang on to the letter or it would never get to its destination. 

 

Hebrews 11 is often called “the hall of faith.” It contains the names of many great Old Testament saints that 

lived and died by faith in God. Faith is not a blind leap into the dark as many critics suggest. Faith is a sure 

hope! It is our confidence that God will keep His promises and fulfill His Word.   

 

The author of Hebrews gives us creation as an example of this faith in action. We believe that God created the 

universe not because anyone was there to see it, but because God has told us so and we can see the results of 

His handiwork all around us.  Scientists have been trying for centuries to explain the universe apart from a 

sovereign act of God. Every couple of years their theory changes because some new facts contradict what they 

believed before.   

 

For believers, we accept by faith that God created everything. This confidence is necessary as the bedrock for 

our lives. If we do not have faith in God to believe what we cannot see or observe, then we will have difficulty 

believing in salvation, forgiveness, and sanctification. These works of God are also unseen – but we can see the 

results they produce. 

 

Hebrews 11 tells us that faith is more than simply “believing in God.” James 2:19 tells us that the demons 

believe in God, but this does not save them. True faith is displayed in actively seeking God’s will and way in 

our lives (11:6). To be pleasing and acceptable to God takes more than a prayer; it requires committing 

everything we are to Him!   

 

Just like I can’t see that letter travel from my hand to its destination, so we cannot always see God’s hand move 

in our lives. By faith, we know that God is at work and we trust Him to change our hearts and lives to become 

more like Christ. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

A life of faith does not always mean victory in this life. After describing many Old Testament saints who lived 

for God and describing their accomplishments, the author lists others who suffered, were imprisoned, and killed 

for their faith (11:35-40). We display faith in good times and particularly in hard times. Hebrews says the world 

was not worthy of these suffering saint, but heaven commended them for their faith. Are you faithful during the 

tough times? How have you seen God work in your life when you are faithful to Him? 
 

 


