
PROVERBS 10-22: PORTRAIT OF A PERFECT KING 

Monday, November 1 

Reading: Proverbs 16:10-15 
 

Proverbs 16:12  Kings detest wrongdoing, for a throne is established through righteousness. 
 

Groucho Marx once quipped, “Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere, 

diagnosing it incorrectly and applying the wrong remedies.”
 1

 Mark Twain reminds us that 

politics can be a messy business when he said, “Politicians and diapers must be changed often, 

and for the same reasons.” 
2
 Proverbs has a lot to say to kings and leaders. Here in chapter 16, we 

see a picture of the ideal ruler. 

 

THEY SPEAK GOD’S WORD (16:10) – The word “oracle” speaks of a divine statement. In the 

law of Moses, God commanded that the king of Israel was to “write for himself on a scroll a 

copy of this law…it is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may 

learn to revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all the worlds of this law…” (Deuteronomy 

17:18-19). A wise ruler is one who knows and applies God’s Word to their life and the life of 

their people.  

 

THEY RULE BY GOD’S STANDARDS (16:11) – The “scales and balances” of justice belong 

to God. It is His standard that matters and not what people think or say. Wise rulers do not make 

up their own rules but devote themselves to God’s standards. They realize that they are really 

just ‘second-in-command’ under God. He is the final authority and all will someday stand before 

the ultimate Judge. 

 

THEY REFLECT GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS (16:12-13) – The words “detest” (abomination) 

and “pleasure” (delight) have been used consistently in Proverbs to describe the attitudes of God 

(11:1; 12:22; 15:8; et.al.). The wise ruler is to love what God loves and hate what God hates. 

Righteousness is what makes their rule stand firm and be steadfast. They surround themselves 

with others who say and do what is right. 

 

Following God’s path will determine whether a ruler’s impact is negative or positive (16:14-15). 

His wrath can bring death but the wise know how to appease it (think of Daniel’s interactions 

with the kings of Babylon). When “a king’s face brightens” it shows goodwill and favor. It 

brings life to his people like the late rains in Israel that were so crucial for an abundant harvest. 

This reminds me of the Jewish high priestly blessing: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the 

Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn His face toward you and 

give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26). We all should reflect the glory and light that God has 

showered on us. 

 

Whether you are a leader in government, your community, your church, or your home, these 

principles are important to remember. It is also important to remember that there is only One 

King who has perfectly met this perfect portrait – the Lord Jesus Christ. We should all strive to 

measure up by relying on our perfect King to help us live for Him. 
 

 

 

1
  https://www.azquotes.com/quotes/topics/politics.html 

2
  https://www.pepquotes.com/politics-quotes 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Ezekiel 16-18; James 3 


