
MARK: A QUESTION OF SINCERITY 

Friday, November 1 

Reading: Mark 12:28-34 
 

Mark 12:29  “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the  
Lord is one. 30  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind  
and with all your strength.’ 31  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
commandment greater than these.” 

 

On the sidelines of this ongoing debate we find a teacher of the law (also known as scribes or 

lawyers) who is impressed with Jesus’ responses to these questions. His question appears to be 

sincere. The question of the greatest commandment was a popular topic in Jesus day. The Jews 

recognized 613 different commandments. This scribe wanted Jesus to boil it down to just one. 

 

Jesus begins with the ‘Shema’, the central creed of Judaism found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5. It is 

the standard Hebrew prayer every morning and evening. It is the heart of the Jewish religion. It 

proclaims there is only one God and we are to love Him with all that we are and have. Jesus then 

adds Leviticus 19:18 to this command. To ‘love your neighbor” is inseparable from loving God. 

You cannot do one without the other. When God is at the center of a believer’s life His love will 

flow out toward others.  

 

This scribe wholeheartedly agrees with Jesus. He understood that to love God and love others 

showed a level of commitment and obedience far beyond the offering of sacrifices. He realized 

that true obedience came from the heart and not some external action.  

 

In response, Jesus tells this man “you are not far from the kingdom of God.” This is both a 

compliment and a warning. More than any of the other religious leaders that had questioned 

Jesus this day, he was near to the heart of God, for which Jesus applauded him. But while he was 

not far from God’s kingdom, he was not yet a part of it! He still needed to take that final step and 

put his trust in the Lord Jesus to be saved. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Love the Lord Your God.” To love God takes every fiber of our being – heart, 

soul, mind, and strength. It is not a superficial emotion or a simple belief that God exists. It is a 

personal commitment to love and serve Him with everything you are! To love God requires that 

we love others as well. The Apostle John picked this up in his first letter. 

 

Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love 

their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 

And He has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and 

sister. (1 John 4:20-21) 

 

How would you define “loving God”? Is your love for God revealed in your love for others?  

 

LESSON TWO: “Not Far From the Kingdom of God.” It is possible to know the facts and not be 

saved. This scribe had the right answers but his heart was only close to the kingdom. He had not 

taken the final step of belief in Jesus. Do you have a head knowledge or a heart belief in Jesus?  
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 16-18; James 3 


