
DIRTY WINDOWS 

Wednesday, November 1 

Reading: James 1 
 

James 1:26  Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues 
deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27  Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and 
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted 
by the world. 

 

A young couple moved into a new neighborhood. The next morning while they were eating 

breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbor hanging the wash outside.  'That laundry is not 

very clean', she said. 'She doesn't know how to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs better laundry 

soap.'  Her husband looked on, but remained silent. Every time her neighbor would hang her 

wash to dry, the young woman would make the same comments.  

 

About one month later, the woman was surprised to see nice clean wash on the line and said to 

her husband: 'Look, she has learned how to wash correctly. I wonder who taught her?' 

 

The husband said, 'No one. I got up early this morning and cleaned our windows.'  
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Sometimes Christians are like that young wife.  We look at the world and complain about what 

we see, but do we do anything to change it?  At the end of chapter one, James tells us what pure 

and faultless religion that is acceptable to God looks like.  One might think he would start 

spouting theological principles and doctrine.  But James is a very practical guy.  He lists three 

areas that show the world that our faith is real. 

 

The first area is in our speech (1:26).  In his commentary on James, R. Kent Hughes says: “It 

isn’t so much the things that go in one ear and out the other that hurt as the thing that go in one 

ear, get all mixed up, and come out of the mouth.”
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   If God is not in control of our tongue, it is a 

sure indicator that He is not in control of our heart either. 

 

The second area we display our faith is in our service (1:27a).  James focuses on “orphans and 

widows” because they are typically the neediest members of society.  True service requires a 

personal touch.  We cannot avoid the call to serve others by only giving money or “letting the 

pastor do it.”  Service also requires getting your hands dirty in the trenches were people are 

suffering. 

 

The third area involves our separation from the world (1:27b).  As believers, we cannot 

compromise with this sinful world.  The word James uses for “polluted” is the same word Peter 

used to describe Jesus as “a lamb without blemish and without spot” (2 Peter 3:14).  We must 

keep ourselves as spotless as our Savior.  Are your spiritual “windows” dirty?  Are you seeing 

yourself and the world through the eyes of God? 
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