
MICAH: SADDNESS OVER SIN 

Tuesday, November 19 

Reading: Micah 1:2-16 
 

Micah 1:5  All this is because of Jacob’s transgression, because of the sins of the people of Israel.  
 

Micah begins his first message with a call for everyone to hear God’s witness against His people. 

The Lord is pictured as trampling the mountains which melt like wax before Him. Neither the 

powerful (mountains) nor the pauper (valleys) can escape the judgment of God. 

 

Samaria was the capital of the northern kingdom of Israel. There were no godly kings in this 

kingdom. They all turned away from God to idols. Thus God would destroy this wicked 

kingdom. 

 

Micah is devastated over the fate of his people. He cries that Israel’s sin is incurable and that it 

has spread south to Judah and Jerusalem. Micah uses word-play with the cities he mentions in 

this passage. 

 

Beth Ophrah means ‘house of dust.’ They are told to “roll in the dust” in mourning. 

Shaphir means ‘beautiful or pleasant.’ They will instead be naked and ashamed. 

Zaanan sounds like the word ‘come out.’ But they will not come out. 

Beth Ezel means ‘house of nearness.’ But they cannot protect those around them. 

Maroth means ‘bitterness.’ And they would be bitter; writhing in pain with no relief. 

Lachish means ‘horse town.” But their chariots would not allow them to escape. 

Akzib means ‘deceit.’ Their promise of help will be a lie when the enemy comes. 

Mareshah sounds like the word ‘conqueror.’ They themselves will be conquered. 

 

Micah mourns over the nation that will go into exile because of their sin. The saddest part is that 

it could all have been avoided if the people had stayed true to the Lord. 

 

LESSON ONE: “All This is Because of Jacob’s Transgression.” Sin has a price. God is patient. 

He waited hundreds of years before bringing final judgment on Israel and Judah. But judgment 

did come! We may think we are getting away with our sin but God sees and knows. And one day 

He will act! How much better to repent now and receive God's forgiveness instead of His 

judgment! 

 

LESSON TWO: “Because of This I Weep and Wail.” Despite the justice of God’s punishment, 

Micah was deeply grieved and mourned over his people. And he encouraged everyone to mourn 

with him. Do we grieve over the sins of our nation? Do we cry out to God when we see 

wickedness increase? How should our prayers be different when we see people the way God sees 

them? 

 

LESSON THREE: “For Samaria’s Plague is Incurable; It Has Spread to Judah.” The sins of 

Israel soon spread to her sister kingdom of Judah. The idol worship and rejection of God that 

caused Israel to fall would infect Judah until she too would be destroyed. Sin is never kept in a 

vacuum. It spreads and affects those around us. When has your sin touched the lives of others in 

a negative way? How can we use the lessons learned from our sins and the sins of others to grow 

our walk with the Lord? 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Daniel 7-9; 1 John 2 


