
HEBREWS: OUTDATED 

Thursday, November 19 

Reading: Hebrews 7-8 
 

Hebrews 8:7  For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another… 
13  By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear. 

 

Does anyone still have an 8-track tape player? Technology gets outdated fast. VHS tapes, phones, even 

computers quickly become obsolete.  In Hebrews 7, the author shows us why the Jewish priesthood had become 

obsolete.   

 

First, he states that the old Mosaic Law could not save. If the law that was administered by the old priesthood 

could bring God and man together there would have been no need for Christ to come and sacrifice Himself. 

Everyone could get to heaven by obeying the Law (7:11-19)! But this is not the case. 

 

Second, we see that the priests themselves were inadequate. They could not provide a permanent salvation 

because they were imperfect having to offer sacrifices for themselves as well as the people. And they had to 

keep offering them because their sacrifices could not permanently deal with sin (7:25-28). Their job was never 

completed and they would die and be replaced by another priest. 

 

Jesus Christ, however, will never become obsolete. He lives forever and “is able to save completely those who 

come to God through Him, because He always lives to intercede for them” (7:24). The old priesthood had to 

offer a sacrifice for themselves before they could approach God on behalf of the people. Jesus gave Himself as 

the perfect sacrifice; a sacrifice that never needed to be repeated or replaced.    

 

Christ has also given us a better covenant than the old one. Hebrews 8:10-12 quotes Jeremiah 31:31-34. This 

was God’s promise that He would make a new and better covenant with His people. This covenant was 

inaugurated by Christ’s death – “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 

22:20).  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The Old Covenant with its Tabernacle, sacrifices, and priests was a mere shadow of the better one God had 

planned. The elements of the Old Covenant pictured the work that Christ would do in redemption. The better 

promises of this New Covenant are: 

 

1. Inward Change – The Old Covenant had been written on tablets of stone. The New would be written on 

people’s hearts. It would change them from the inside out! 

2. Intimacy with God – The Old Covenant blocked complete access to God. People had to go through a priest 

to get forgiveness and could not enter the presence of God in the Tabernacle. The New Covenant offers 

complete access and relationship with God to those who believe 

3. Inclusive Forgiveness – While the Old Covenant gave forgiveness it was incomplete for another sacrifice 

had to always be made for sin. Under the New Covenant, Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice has paid the sin debt 

completely! Forgiveness is complete because of the blood of Christ. 

 

For us, this means we can have confidence in our salvation. It does not depend on our good works or human 

efforts to please God. Christ has finished the work. All we need do is repent and believe. Then Christ will give 

us the power to live holy lives for Him. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Revelation 17 


