
MARK: THE COMMISION OF THE KING 

Sunday, November 17 

Reading: Mark 16:15-20 
 

Mark 16:15  He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 
 

Jesus’ commission to the disciples is recorded in various forms in all four gospels. It is Jesus’ 

last command for His people – to “go into all the world and preach the gospel.” They were not to 

confine the message to Israel or even to Jewish people in general. It is a message for all creation 

– every nation, tongue, and creed. To preach simply means to proclaim or announce the good 

news of salvation. 

 

The only requirement for salvation is belief – faith in Jesus Christ. While baptism is not required 

for salvation it is closely tied to it. Baptism is a picture of what has happened in the new 

believers’ life (Romans 6:4) and a public witness to the world of their faith in Christ (Matthew 

28:20). Thus the early church knew nothing of an unbaptized believer. Once you were saved you 

were immediately baptized as a first step of obedience to Christ. The opposite of belief is 

condemnation. There is no middle ground! You either put your faith in Jesus or you stand 

condemned (John 3:16-21). 

 

A “sign” is a supernatural event that proved the apostles’ message was from God. The act of 

casting out demons is recorded several times in the book of Acts. Believers have power over the 

enemy in Jesus’ name. Speaking in “new tongues” refers to supernaturally speaking in another 

language that you have never learned. The use of tongues is recorded on the day of Pentecost 

(Acts 2) and several other places in Acts. These were always real languages that were spoken 

somewhere in the world. The Apostle Paul gives instructions on the purpose and use of tongues 

in 1 Corinthians 14. 

 

The third and fourth signs are peculiar. Picking up snakes and drinking poison has no parallel in 

Scripture (other than Paul surviving a snake bite on Malta – Acts 28). While “snake handling” is 

practiced by some churches today, the point of these signs was not to tempt God by forcing Him 

to protect you (see Matthew 4:5-7). Instead it is a reminder of God’s protection during times of 

persecution. Jesus gave the apostles “authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all 

the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19). This is 

speaking figuratively of Satan’s forces and I believe the same could be said about the poison 

drinking and snake handling here.  

 

The last sign mentioned is the healing of the sick – an act well attested throughout the New 

Testament. The purpose of these signs was to authenticate the apostles’ message. With the 

completion of the New Testament this purpose is no longer needed. God’s Word is the only sign 

we need. While God does still do miracles, they are not His standard mode of operation. We do 

not need to look for a sign; we need to be obeying His word.  This passage closes with a brief 

account of Jesus’ ascension and the apostles’ obedience. 

 

LESSON: “Go Into All the World and Preach the Gospel.” While we may debate over some of 

the more peculiar statements in these verses, the core of the passage is clear. We have been 

commissioned to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone. Are you going and sharing? 
 


