
PRACTICAL PURPOSE OF PROPHECY 

Friday, November 17 

Reading: 2 Peter 3 
 

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient 

with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10  But the day of the Lord 

will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and 

the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 11  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what 

kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 

 

Prophecy has a very important place in the Bible.  J. Barton Payne in his book The Encyclopedia 

of Biblical Prophecy calculated that 26.8 percent of the Bible is prophecy.
1
  Many of the Old 

Testament prophecies have already been fulfilled showing us that God always keeps His Word.  

Studying what God says about the future is important.  With that said, I want to caution believers 

against becoming “prophecy nuts.”  There are some people who are so caught up in “the future” 

that they are useless in the present. They grab hold of the newest craze in Bible prophecy and go 

to the extremes of setting dates or selling all their possessions in preparation for the end.  These 

kinds of reactions are what lead many in the world to write off Christians as “crackpots” or 

crazies. 

 

So what is the purpose of Bible prophecy?  It is not to satisfy our curiosity about the future nor is 

it merely a roadmap so we can chart out the timeline of future events on big wall-sized charts.  

When you read just about any of the prophecies in Scripture you will find they are followed by a 

practical appeal to the reader.   

 

Here in 2 Peter 3, Peter warns about scoffers who will deny the return of Christ to judge (3:3-7).  

He then tells us the reason for the delay – God’s grace (3:8-9; see also 3:15).  This gives us the 

first practical purpose of prophecy – to draw people to the Savior.  Knowing the fate of those 

who reject Christ should spur us to be better witnesses now. 

 

In 3:10, Peter describes how this world will end.  Then he adds an interesting note: “Since 

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You ought to live 

holy and godly lives” (3:11; see also 3:14).  A second purpose of prophecy is to inspire believers 

to live their lives in greater commitment to the Savior.  Since the world will pass away, we 

should not center our lives on worldly things.  We should live for the things that are eternal. 

 

Finally, Peter tells us that knowing a little of what God has planned for the future should make 

believers look “forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness” (3:13).  

Prophecy should make us long for our eternal home in heaven where we will see our Savior face 

to face.  It should make us realize that the things of this world don’t really matter.  That only 

what is done for Christ will last!  Does your study of Bible prophecy spur you to live, witness, 

and long for your Savior?  
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