
A FORGOTTEN DOCTRINE 

Friday, November 16 

Reading: Isaiah 51:17-23 
 

Isaiah 51:17  Awake, awake! Rise up, Jerusalem, you who have drunk from the hand of the LORD  

the cup of his wrath, you who have drained to its dregs the goblet that makes people stagger.  
 

As the prophet had called on God to awake to help His people (51:9), so now God calls on His 

people to awake and see His deliverance (51:17). They had been drinking the full measure from 

the Lord’s “cup of wrath.” And rightly so, for they had sinned against God and were living in 

rebellion against Him (51:17-20; see also Jeremiah 25:15-17; Psa. 75:7-8). 

 

But now God will arise to defend and comfort the faithful remnant who has returned to the Lord 

(51:21-23). Now it is their enemies who have trampled on them who will drink from God’s cup 

of wrath. This passage reminds us of Isaiah 40:1-2 were God speaks similar words of comfort to 

His people. 
 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim  

to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the 

LORD’s hand double for all her sins.” 
 

Revelation 14:9-12 speaks again of the cup of God’s wrath being poured out on the wicked 

during the end times. Why all this talk about the wrath of God? 

  

“Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God…” (Rom. 11:22 NKJV). To many, this 

statement is confusing. The wrath of God is a forgotten doctrine in much of Christianity today.  

In his book Knowing God, theologian J. I. Packer said this: 
 

“The fact is that the subject of divine wrath has become taboo in modern society, and Christians by and large 

have accepted the taboo and conditioned themselves never to raise the matter” 1 
 

The reason people downplay or ignore the wrath of God is that they are thinking in terms of 

human wrath and anger which is often misplaced and arbitrary. Packer reminds us that “God’s 

wrath in the Bible is always judicial – that is, it is the wrath of the Judge, administering justice.”
2
 

God’s wrath on sin is necessary! As Dr. Packer asks: “Would a God who took as much pleasure 

in evil as He did in good be a good God? Would a God who did not react adversely to evil in His 

world be morally perfect?” 
2
 To be just, God must punish sin! 

 

But there is another mention of this cup of wrath that we must observe. In Gethsemane, the Lord 

Jesus prayed, “Let this cup pass from Me” (Matt. 26:39-42). He is talking about the cup of God’s 

wrath. Jesus knew on the cross that He would endure the full wrath of God on sin. He would 

drink the cup to the dregs! When He prayed, “Your will be done” Jesus committed Himself to 

the Father’s plan and made our salvation possible by taking God’s wrath in our place. The 

goodness and severity of God met on the cross. Praise God for His wrath and His mercy!   
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THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Hosea 8-10; 2 Peter 3 


