
HEBREWS: CHRIST IS GREATER 

Monday, November 16 

Reading: Hebrews 1-2 
 

Hebrews 2:17  For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for  
the sins of the people. 

 

The book of Hebrews reads like a sermon. There is no greetings from the author at the beginning and no 

mention of who or where the letter was written for. From its contents we surmise that it was written to a Jewish 

congregation under persecution and some were tempted to abandon Christ and go back to Judaism. The author 

uses many Old Testament passages to show that Christ is greater than all that has gone before, especially the 

Old Testament Temple and sacrificial system. It proves that He is God. 

 

AUTHOR: Many suggestions have been made from Paul to Apollos to Barnabas. One interesting theory 

proposes Paul’s companion Silas as the author. It is probably best to say with the Early Church Father Origen 

that only God knows the author of the book of Hebrews. With its detailed description of the Temple and it 

functions (always stated in the present tense) we can assume that it was written before the Romans destroyed 

the Temple in AD 70. A good date might be around AD 65/66 when the persecution in Rome under Nero was 

dying down but the Jewish revolt in Judea was heating up. 

 

OUTLINE OF HEBREWS 

 (1) Christ is Greater than the Prophets  & Angels  Hebrews 1-2 

 (2) Christ is Greater than Moses    Hebrews 3:1 – 4:13 

 (3) Christ is Greater than the Old Testament Priesthood Hebrews 4:14 – 7:28 

 (4) Christ has a Greater Covenant    Hebrews 8:1-3 

 (5) Christ Serves in a Greater Sanctuary    Hebrews 9:1-11 

 (6) Christ Made a Greater Sacrifice    Hebrews 9:12- 10:39 

 (7) Examples of Faith     Hebrews 11 

 (8) Words for Weary Believers – Endure   Hebrews 12-13 

            

In the movies, a stunt double is someone who dresses in the actor’s clothes and does the things the actor can’t 

do. The stunt double does the work but the actor gets the glory. 

 

In Hebrews 1 we read that Jesus Christ is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His 

being” (1:3). That He is the Sustainer and Creator of all things and is now seated at the right hand of God (1:3, 

10-13). 

 

In chapter 2 we read that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, took on human flesh in order to do what we could never 

do (2:5-18). Though He was tempted, He had victory over it and never committed the sin that so defines our 

fallen human nature. The world thought they had defeated Him when they hung Him on the cross, but in fact 

through His death Jesus defeated sin, Satan, and death itself. 

 

Jesus has become our perfect Representative. He can relate to our struggles and weaknesses for He was like us – 

He walked where we walk, He experienced what we experience. Jesus was the perfect, sinless Man. He can also 

represent us before the throne of God because He paid our debt and defeated our enemy. Satan and the fear of 

death have no hold over us for we know what lies on the other side. Unlike the Hollywood actor, we should be 

sure to give Christ all the glory for He did all the work and we reap the benefits of His grace and love. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Revelation 14 


