
COYOTE IN SHEEP’S CLOTHING 

Thursday, November 16 

Reading: 2 Peter 2 
 

2 Peter 2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 

among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who 

bought them--bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2  Many will follow their shameful ways and  

will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3  In their greed these teachers will exploit you with stories  

they have made up. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction has  

not been sleeping. 

 

I love the old Loony Tunes cartoon with Wile E. Coyote and Ralph the sheep dog.  Every 

morning Ralph and Wile E. would meet at the time clock and greet each other as they clocked in 

for the day.  Ralph would then take his post watching over the sheep while Wile E. would try 

many very inventive schemes to steal the sheep out from under the sheep dog’s nose.  But no 

matter how hard he tried, his plans were always thwarted by Ralph.  Sometime during the day, 

the sly coyote would slip into his “sheep” costume and try to sneak in amongst the flock to catch 

his dinner.  But once again, Ralph the sheep dog would pound the disguised coyote into the 

ground with his big paw.  At the end of the day, the two would clock out together and head home 

to rest and prepare for another day 

 

Unfortunately, the “wolves in sheep’s clothing” that invade the church are not as incompetent as 

Wile E. Coyote.  Like the coyote in his “sheep suit,” these false teachers disguise their heresy so 

that it looks like truth.  But no matter how “good” their teachings may appear, in the end all false 

teachers will distort or deny what the Bible tells us about Jesus Christ.  They create their own 

version of “Jesus” and lead many away from the truth.  Sadly, the unbelieving world usually 

cannot tell the difference and the “shameful ways” of these fakes are associated with the true 

gospel and those who faithfully follow Christ.  But they will not get away with it!  The Bible is 

clear that all false teachers, though they may be popular for a while, will end in condemnation 

and destruction.   

 

Why does the Bible warn us so often about false doctrines and those who teach them?  It is 

because we must be on our guard!  Like Ralph the sheep dog, we must be ever vigilante to see 

and stop the “wolves in sheep’s clothing” that Satan tries to sneak into our lives and our 

churches.  Peter’s warning about false teachers comes immediately after his description about the 

inspiration and authority of God’s Word (1:19-21).  The best way to spot these errors and lies is 

to know the truth!   

 

Are you faithfully studying and growing in the Word of God?  Could you spot a “coyote in 

sheep’s clothing?” 
 

 


