
PROVERBS 10-22: IF GOD IS FOR US… 

Monday, November 15 

Reading: Proverbs 21:20-31 
 

Proverbs 21:22  One who is wise can go up against the city of the mighty and pull down the 

stronghold in which they trust.   
 

“God always favors the big battalions.” This quote is often credited to Napoleon Bonaparte. But 

he was probably just rephrasing a popular French saying said by many before him. 
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 This has 

been the thought of many people throughout history. However, these verses from Proverbs show 

this idea to be false. 

 

GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF THOSE WHO PURSUE HIM (21:20-22) – In contrast to those who 

love pleasure (21:17), those who pursue God “store up” for a future time of need. Fools however 

consume all they get with no thought of the future (21:20). In contrast to the one who “strays 

from the path of prudence” and “comes to rest in the company of the dead” (21:16), “life, 

prosperity, and honor” comes to those who pursue righteousness and love (21:21). To pursue 

God’s ways and wisdom is better than trusting in earthly might and power. The wise can 

overcome any obstacle they face (21:22). These verses should remind us of Jesus’ words: “Seek 

first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” 

(Matthew 6:33). 

  

GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF THOSE WHO GUARD THEIR WORDS (21:23-24) – Solomon 

again returns to his theme of our words. The words “guard” and “keep” in the NIV translation of 

verse 23 are the same word in Hebrew. Those who carefully guard what they say will guard their 

souls from trouble. The mocker however uses his words to belittle and attack others in a prideful 

lack of control (21:24). 

 

GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF THOSE WHO GIVE (21:25-26) – Once again we see the lazy 

sluggard who refuses to work and yet wants all he can get. In contrast, “the righteous” are 

generous and “give without sparing.” 

 

GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF THOSE WHO WORSHIP (21:27) – Solomon has already warned us 

that righteousness is more important than outward shows of worship (21:3). Now he warns about 

trying to ‘bribe God’ with outward worship instead of worshipping Him from the heart. We 

worship because God is worthy not for what we think we will get out of it! 

 

GOD IS ON THE SIDE OF THOSE WHO LISTEN (21:28-29) – Those who follow God’s 

wisdom will listen closely and be able to recognize the bold-faced lies of the wicked. The 

righteous listen and learn God’s wisdom and follow His paths. 

 

The chapter ends with a reminder that nothing people can think, say, or do can “succeed against 

the Lord.” Ultimate “victory rests with the Lord” (21:30-31). The words of Abraham Lincoln are 

a fitting conclusion to this discussion. “Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my 

greatest concern is to be on God’s side, for God is always right.” 
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 And “if God is for us, who 

can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 
 

 
 

 

1
  https://www.warhistoryonline.com/instant-articles/famous-things-napoleon-said.html 

2
  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/abraham_lincoln_388944 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Daniel 1-3; 2 Peter 3 


