
MARK: THE RISEN KING 

Friday, November 15 

Reading: Mark 16:1-8 
 

Mark 16:6  “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.  
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7  But go, tell his disciples and Peter,  
‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ” 

 

Christianity rises and falls with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. If Satan can debunk this fact he 

can destroy the church. There is no Christianity without the resurrection. But there is ample 

proof that Jesus rose from the dead. 

 

First we have the witness of the women. They see an angel who tells them that Jesus is alive and 

they are to tell His disciples the good news. The fact that women are the first witnesses to the 

resurrection is in itself a proof the story is true. The word of women was not held in very high 

esteem in this patriarchal society. Their testimony was not even valid in the courts. If you were 

starting a “resurrection rumor” you would not have women as your first witnesses. It would hurt 

your credibility – unless it was the truth! 

 

The impact of this message on the women was profound. They were trembling and astonished. 

They were shocked into silence. It was not that they didn’t want to tell the good news; it was that 

they were overwhelmed with the magnitude of the events. They would soon gather themselves 

and bring word to the disciples only to be doubted and ridiculed. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Go Tell His Disciples and Peter.” Why are the women told to specifically tell 

Peter about Jesus’ resurrection? Perhaps Jesus wanted Peter to know that despite denying Him 

three times the apostle was still loved and called. Whenever we fail, whether big or small, Jesus 

is there with open arms to receive us back and to use us again to serve Him. How have you failed 

Jesus in your life? How have you experienced God’s forgiveness and been renewed to serve 

Him? 

 

LESSON TWO: “They Said Nothing to Anyone.” It is probable that Mark ended his gospel 

account with the words of 16:8 (see discussion in tomorrow’s devotions). Though it seems like a 

very abrupt and unfinished ending, perhaps Mark did this on purpose to make us think. The 

women had a decision to make about what they would do with the message of the resurrection. 

We know they made the right decision. Likewise, Mark may be asking us what decision about 

Jesus we will make. Will we continue in fear and bewilderment or will we have courage to share 

the good news with others? 

 

LESSON THREE: “He Is Risen!” People have tried to explain the empty tomb in various ways. 

We have already discussed the foolishness of the idea that Jesus really never died. The oldest 

explanation is that the disciples stole the body (Matthew 28:11-15). If this is true, why would 

these same disciples die for something they knew to be a lie! Some claim the women went to the 

wrong tomb. But they had just witnessed Jesus’ burial a few days before and would not have 

made such a silly mistake. Still others claim Jesus enemies stole His body. But what motive 

could they possibly have? And why didn’t they simply produce Jesus’ body when the 

resurrection began to be preached? The only explanation that makes any sense is that “He is 

risen!” 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Daniel 1-3; 2 Peter 3 


