
THE ARM OF THE LORD 

Thursday, November 15 

Reading: Isaiah 51:1-16 
 

Isaiah 51:5  My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and  my arm will  
bring justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm.  

 

“The arm of the Lord” is one of Isaiah’s favorite images (he uses it 15 times). The arm has long 

been an image of strength and power. Soldiers are sometimes called “men-at-arms.” Arm 

wrestling is a popular way to show your strength. And someone who flexes a huge bicep is 

admired for their power. So when Isaiah speaks about the arm of the Lord it is to encourage the 

people to have confidence in power of God. 

 

In the previous chapter God had chided the people for their stubborn and sinful ways. Now He 

speaks to those who have remained faithful and wanted to follow the Lord. 

 

First, he tells them to LOOK TO THE PAST (51:1-2). Abraham is the classic example of one 

who pursued righteousness and sought the Lord. But when God called him, he was a nobody, an 

old man with no children. Yet God blessed him and made of him a great nation. The “rock” that 

strengthened Abraham was his faith and those who follow his example are blessed (Gal. 3:6-9). 

What examples of faith can you look to and learn from to increase your own walk with Christ? 

 

LOOK TO THE FUTURE (51:3-6). God now shifts their eyes from their faithful beginnings to 

the glorious future He has for them. Sorrow and trials will not always be the experience of His 

people. God will bless their land and “joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 

the sound of singing.” This will occur because of God’s presence among them. His justice and 

righteousness will bring light and salvation to all nations. The power of God’s arm is the only 

hope for the world - - - and it will last forever and never fail. This passage speaks of the 

Millennial Age when Jesus Christ returns and rules from Jerusalem. When things seem darkest, 

we can have hope and confidence in God’s plan and purpose. God has a glorious grand finale in 

store for us! 

 

LOOK TO THE PRESENT (51:7-8). The people of Judah were being reproached on every side – 

from their heathen captors to their own people who refused to follow the Lord. But despite all 

this, this remnant held on to what was right. They had listened to God’s instructions and taken 

them to heart. Those who oppressed them would fade away, but God’s right standards and 

salvation would never fade away. When the going gets tough, that is the time to hold on to the 

promises and faithfulness of God! 

 

LOOK TO THE LORD (51:9-16). This section closes with reminders from the past and future of 

God’s power. Just as God had delivered them from Egypt (Rahab), so He would rescue them 

again. They would return to the Promised Land with joy and singing (51:9-11). The One who 

created the universe calls them His own so there is no need to fear. (51:12-16). He will bring 

comfort and freedom both in the present situation and ultimately when Messiah comes to reign. 

 

Have you ever felt discouraged by the waves of evil and trials that surround you? Look to the 

Lord and be encouraged. His mighty arm is lovingly wrapped around His people. 
 

  

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Hosea 6-7; 2 Peter 2 


