
MYTHS, LEGENDS, AND LIES 
Wednesday, November 15 

Reading: 2 Peter 1 
 

2 Peter 1:16  We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and  
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17  For he received  
honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying,  
"This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 18  We ourselves heard this voice that  
came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 19  And we have the word of  
the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in  
a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20  Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21  For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along  
by the Holy Spirit. 

 

I’m a fan of mythology movies, especially the old “stop-motion” special effects movies like 

Jason and the Argonauts (1963) and Clash of the Titans (1981).  These tell the imaginative tales 

of Greek heroes and gods.  From Jason’s battle with an army of skeletons to Perseus’ defeat of 

the monstrous Krakon, they provide some mindless fun.  These movies are based on ancient 

Greek writers who were trying to explain why things happened in the world.  They made up 

stories to explain the origin of the world and principles of nature.  They also provided heroes for 

people to look up to and gods for them to worship. 
 

The people Peter is writing to knew all about these myths.  They had grown up being taught 

about gods like Zeus and heroes like Hercules and Perseus. Peter does not want the gospel of 

Christ to fall into this category.  It appears that many people were willing to accept parts of the 

gospel, but grouped truths like the Second Coming of Christ with the myths and fairy tales they 

had grown up with.  Peter presents three proofs for the reality of the gospel. 
 

First, he recounts his own experience with Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration. He had 

personally seen Jesus’ glory and had heard the voice of God the Father declaring the deity of 

Christ (see Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9). This glimpse of glory was just a taste of what will 

occur when Christ returns.  
 

But Peter presents an even stronger proof for the reliability of the gospel – the authority of 

Scripture itself.  The Old Testament spoke of the return of Messiah.  Peter does not want people 

to base their faith solely on personal experiences.  He wants them to “pay attention” to Scripture 

which will light their way. 
 

Finally, Peter appeals to the Author of Scripture.  The Bible is not a collection of the thoughts 

and ideas of the men who wrote it.  The words “carried along” described the wind filling the sails 

of a ship and moving it across the water.  God’s Spirit carried the writers of Scripture along so 

that the words they wrote were the very words of God.  
 

Myths may be fun but they are nothing we can base our eternal soul on.  We can trust the Word 

of God is completely reliable, infallible, and unshakable.  It is the solid foundation on which we 

can plant our faith! 

 


