
MARK: THE DEAD KING 

Thursday, November 14 

Reading: Mark 15:42-47 
 

Mark 15:46  So Joseph…took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of  
rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 

 

All four gospels spend a good deal of time describing Jesus’ burial. I used to wonder why this 

was so important to them. After a normal crucifixion the bodies would be left to rot. However, 

due to Jewish laws of defilement and the Passover celebration, the bodies would have been 

removed and probably thrown into some unknown common grave. By asking for Jesus’ body, 

Joseph of Arimathea was setting the scene for the greatest event in history. 

 

Joseph is described as a member of the Sanhedrin that had condemned Jesus. He was either not 

present at Jesus’ trial or he sat in fearful silence. He is also described as “waiting for the 

kingdom of God.” Unlike many of the religious leaders of his day, Joseph was not in it for 

personal glory or power. He wanted to see God’s kingdom and righteousness established. John 

19:38 calls Him “a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders.” Now he 

publically goes to Pilate for permission to bury Jesus, an act that exposes him as a follower of 

Jesus. 

 

Though rushed by the quickly approaching Sabbath, he and those with him are careful to follow 

the proper burial practices. If there would have been any sign of life, they would have called a 

doctor and not placed Jesus’ body in the tomb. This refutes those who say that Jesus didn’t really 

die but only fainted or swooned and revived later in the tomb. Jesus was really dead! Burial by 

his friends confirms it.  

  

LESSON ONE: “Joseph Boldly Went to Pilate and Asked for Jesus’ Body.” While those who 

Jesus chose were hiding in fear, Joseph was boldly identifying himself as a disciple of Jesus to 

Pilate. By asking for the body of Jesus, publically taking Him down from the cross, and placing 

His body in his own tomb, Joseph made it very clear about his belief in Jesus. Surely his actions 

would ostracize him from the council and make him an “outlaw” along with the rest of Jesus’ 

followers. But Joseph finally had the faith and courage to take a stand. His love is finally made 

public by placing Jesus’ body in his own brand new tomb. Could you be known as “a secret 

disciple”? Do you hide your faith out of fear of what others may think? Is it time for you to step 

out in public and not be ashamed to let everyone know that you are a follower of Jesus Christ? 

 

LESSON TWO: “He Rolled a Stone Against the Entrance of the Tomb.” This little sentence is 

pregnant with meaning. If not for the actions of Joseph we would not have the greatest evidence 

for Jesus’ resurrection – the empty tomb. This evidence is so strong Jesus’ enemies made up a lie 

that the disciples stole the body to try and refute it! God used Joseph’s empty tomb to prove that 

Jesus rose from the dead. How has God used you to show someone the power and love of Jesus? 

Do you have the courage to step out in faith and do what God is calling you to do? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 46-48; 2 Peter 2 


