
2 TIMOTHY: PAUL’S FINAL WORDS 

Saturday, November 14 

Reading: 2 Timothy 1-2 
 

2 Timothy 2:1  You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2  And the things you  

have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified  

to teach others. 
 

This is the Apostle Paul’s final letter. It was written from a Roman dungeon as he awaited his 

execution. As he would soon be gone, he bequeaths the most valuable thing he has to Pastor 

Timothy – the gospel of Jesus Christ. His focus in this letter is on the importance of the 

GOSPEL, the call to endure SUFFERING for the gospel, and the need to REMEMBER and 

faithfully work for the cause of the gospel.  

 

BACKGROUND: In his ‘Prison letters’ (Eph. Phil. Col. Philemon) Paul had confidence that he 

would be released. After a brief time of continued ministry, Paul was rearrested. In this letter, 

Paul has no thoughts of being released. The great fire of Rome (AD 64) had been blamed on the 

Christians to divert the accusations people were making against Emperor Nero. Paul would not 

suffer in the arena as many of the Christians would nor would he be crucified as Peter and 

hundreds of others. As a Roman citizen, Paul was beheaded. This letter is his final will and 

testament.  

 

OUTLINE OF 2 TIMOTHY: 

 (1) Remember Your Calling   2 Timothy 1:1-12 

 (2) Remember Your Message  2 Timothy 1:13 – 2:13     

 (3) Remember to Stay Strong  2 Timothy 2:14-25 

 (4) Remember to Stay in the Word  2 Timothy 3:1 – 4:5 

 (5) Remember to Be Faithful   2 Timothy 4:6-22      

 

Many times Paul refers to Timothy as “my son” showing his deep affection for him. Though 

Timothy would learn much about ministry and life from the great apostle, Paul affirms the roots 

of Timothy’s faith came from the family heritage passed down from his mother and 

grandmother. What spiritual legacy will you pass on to your children and grandchildren? When 

they look back at what you taught them through your words and your life will they be drawn 

closer to Christ?  

 

In chapter 2, Paul instructs Timothy to pass on the message of Christ to others who will pass it 

on to others. This process only occurs when young Christians are mentored by others who are 

farther along in their faith. None of us grow in a vacuum. We are all links in a chain of people 

who were faithful in their duty to share the gospel and cultivate it in the lives of others.   

 

Paul reminds us that this mentoring process in not always easy. He encourages Timothy to be 

strong and be ready to endure hardship “like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” He will also 

compare it to an athlete and a farmer who both must work hard to receive their reward.   

 

Who has been a godly spiritual influence in your life?  How has their “mentoring” affected the 

way you live and serve Christ?  Is there someone in your life that you can share your faith and 

life with to help them in their spiritual walk? 
 


