
SERVICE CHECK 

Monday, November 13 

Reading: 1 Peter 4 
 

1 Peter 4:8  Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  

9  Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10  Each one should use whatever gift  

he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.  

11  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves,  

he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through  

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

In the late 1660s, Sir Christopher Wren was commissioned to re-design St. Paul’s Cathedral in 

London.  According to legend, one day he visited the construction site of this great edifice and 

was unrecognized by the workers.  Wren walked about the site, asking several of the men what 

they were doing. One worker replied, “I am cutting a piece of stone.”  A second worker 

responded, “I’m earning five shillings two pence a day.”  A third, however, had a different 

perspective: “I am helping Christopher Wren build a magnificent cathedral to the glory of God.” 

What a contrast in the attitude and motivation of that worker! 
1
 

 

Our attitude for serving God is vitally important.  Like that last worker, our motivation should be 

for the glory of God.  In these verses, Peter expresses the attitudes that should be at the core of 

everything we do: love, faithfulness, service, and praise.  No matter what we do, everything 

should be done for the glory of God and not for our personal advancement or recognition. 

 

Too often we are like the first two workers on Wren’s cathedral.  We are consumed with the task 

or working for what we can get out of it.  How often do we focus on the true purpose of our labor 

– we want Jesus Christ to be glorified.   

 

Every believer has a spiritual gift given to them at the moment of salvation to be used “to serve 

others.”  Peter mentions two categories of gifts here: speaking gifts and serving gifts.  This is not 

an exhaustive list of categories but they represent two types of gifts.  Some gifts, like the 

speaking gifts, are more public.  Others can see what is being done and if it is being done for the 

Lord.  Other gifts, like serving gifts, may not be visible to others.  You may serve the Lord in 

such a way that others in the church never see what you do.  But God sees!  And He knows your 

heart and will bless your service.  Peter’s point is that all believers should be using the gifts God 

has given for the glory of God and to build up His church. 

 

Two questions come to mind as we think about what Peter has said.  One, are we serving the 

Lord with the gifts and abilities He has given us?  If not, why aren’t we?  Two, do we have the 

proper attitude in our service?  Are we working for God’s glory or for our own?  We all need to 

do regular “service checks” so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 
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