
TITUS: SOUND CHRISTIANITY 

Thursday, November 12 

Reading: Titus 1 
 

Titus 1:15  To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing  
is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted. 16  They claim to know God, but by  
their actions they deny him. They are detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing anything good. 

 

Like 1 Timothy, Titus was written to a pastor during Paul’s extended missionary journeys after 

his release from house arrest in Rome. The themes of this letter include Christian leaders, 

Christian living, and good works. 

 

BACKGROUND: Though never mentioned in the book of Acts, Titus was a close friend and 

early co-worker of the apostle Paul (Galatians 2:1-10). He was a Gentile believer apparently led 

to faith by Paul (Titus 1:4). Titus was instrumental in dealing with the troubled church at 

Corinth. He is mentioned 9 times in 2 Corinthians. He seems to be Paul’s ‘trouble shooter’ for 

difficult ministries. Crete was such a ministry. The island’s reputation among even the pagans 

was they were “liars, evil brutes, lazy gluttons” (Titus 1:12). Throughout the empire the name 

‘Cretan’ came to mean a person who was unreliable, a liar! Paul left Titus in Crete to help the 

church because it was beginning to be infiltrated by the wicked culture of the island. 

 

OUTLINE OF TITUS: 

 (1) Sound Leadership   Titus 1 

 (2) Sound Living   Titus 2 

 (3) Sound Labor   Titus 3 

 

There is a difference between true gold and pyrite (often called ‘fool’s gold). Many people have 

been fooled for on the surface they look alike. But if you take the time to closely examine fool’s 

gold you will not end up looking like a fool. Paul describes the difference between a real 

Christian and a false Christian in chapter one of his letter to Titus. The difference stems from the 

condition of their hearts. Paul is repeating the teaching of Jesus when he reminds us that true 

faith and purity comes from within and not from external actions (Matthew 12:35; 23:25-28). If a 

person’s heart is pure and seeking after God his actions will be pure as well. But for those with 

unbelieving hearts, their mind, conscience, and actions are all corrupted. 

 

The warning is clear: there are some who at first glance appear to be followers of Christ. They 

say all the right things and seem to do the right things. But if you examine their lives more 

closely you will discover that they do not know God and are only living for themselves. 

 

As disciples of Christ we must beware of “fool’s gold” Christians. They sit in every church and 

pretend to be real “gold.” That is why Paul instructs Timothy in the next verse to “teach what is 

in accord with sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1). And interestingly, Paul does talk about theology in 

the following verses but focuses on how real Christians are to live out the truth. The measure of 

correct belief is seen in daily living. As the old saying goes: “Actions speak louder than words.” 

Don’t be deceived by fool’s gold. Be a genuine Christian! 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Revelation 12 


