
PROVERBS 10-22: THE KING & THE LORD 

Friday, November 12 

Reading: Proverbs 20:22 – 21:4 
 

Proverbs 21:1  In the LORD’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water that he channels toward all  

who please him.  
 

The theme of the godly king comes back at the end of Proverbs 20 and continues into chapter 21. 

In these verses, the king’s actions are overshadowed by the multiple mentions of the Lord. While 

the king may sit on his throne, the Lord rules from heaven. What does it look like when leaders 

(and the rest of us as well) follow the Lord and His wisdom? 

 

WAIT ON THE LORD (20:22-26) – The word “wait” is synonymous with hope and trust. We 

can trust God to judge those who wrong us and not take vengeance into our own hands (22). We 

can trust God in our daily transactions and not resort to using trickery and dishonest means to get 

our way (20:10 & 23). We can trust God with our plans (24). He is sovereign! He sees the ‘big 

picture’ while we cannot. Thus a wise person will “commit to the Lord whatever you do, and He 

will establish your plans” (Proverbs 16:3). We can trust God in our decision making (25). This 

verse is talking about making a vow. When we make a promise God expects us to keep it. So it is 

important to carefully consider what we promise and be sure we are able to fulfill them. In verse 

26, the king is given the responsibility to judge the wicked. A farmer would winnow his crop to 

separate the grain from the chaff. He would then thresh it, letting the wind carry away the useless 

chaff. A wise king is to detect and eliminate the wicked from his kingdom (see 20:8). Its’ 

connection with the preceding verses reminds leaders that they must judge by God’s standards 

for they are His representatives. 

 

LAMP OF THE LORD (20:27-30) – The light of God shines on all areas of a person’s life. He 

knows us inside and out (27). The “human spirit” refers to the conscious which is used by God to 

expose our sin and help us view ourselves as He does. Applying this to kings, it is “love and 

faithfulness” that establishes a godly kingdom; both the kings love and faithfulness to God and to 

the people he rules (28). God sees the king’s heart and knows whether it is true and loyal. God 

has given different beauty to all ages (29). The young are strong and the old are wise. They need 

each other to successfully live for the Lord. Finally, there is a word on discipline (30). 

Punishment is meant to steer people away from evil and to change their “inner being” to follow 

the Lord.  

 

HAND OF THE LORD (21:1-4) – Proverbs has already reminded us that God directs the human 

heart (16:1, 9) and that includes kings. Like a farmer directs water to nourish his crops so the 

Lord directs kings (and everyone else!) to accomplish His purposes (1). But not only does God 

control actions, He also sees the motives of the heart (vs 2; see also 16:2). Right actions with 

pure motives are more important than sacrifice (see 1 Samuel 15:22-23). In ancient days, a 

sacrifice was used to appease the anger of the gods or to gain their favor. But God is more 

concerned about the obedience of the heart than simply outward displays of worship (3). The 

opposite of “what is right and just” is “haughty eyes and a proud heart” (4). The arrogant are like 

an unplowed field where nothing but sin can grow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Ezekiel 46-48; 2 Peter 2 


