
PAINTED HEARTS 

Monday, November 12 

Reading: Isaiah 48 
 

Isaiah 48:17  “I am the LORD your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the 
way you should go. 18  If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have been  
like a river, your well-being like the waves of the sea. 
 

The Queen Mary was the largest ship to cross the oceans when it was launched in 1936. Through 

four decades and a World War she served until she was retired as a floating hotel and museum in 

Long Beach, California. During the conversion into a hotel her three massive smokestacks were 

taken off to be scraped down and repainted. But, on the dock they crumbled. Nothing was left of 

the 3/4 inch steel plate from which the stacks had been formed. All that remained were more than 

thirty coats of paint that had been applied over the years. The steel had rusted away. 
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The people of Judah may have looked good on the outside, but on the inside they were fakes. 

They had “coats of paint” to hide the “rust” of sin that was destroying their lives. Isaiah said that 

they claim to be citizens of the holy city and rely on God, but they were not living up to their 

name! The name Israel means “one who struggles with God” and Judah means “praise” (48:1-2). 

But they were not praising or seeking after God. They were stubborn (48:4). They would not 

listen but rebelled against the Lord and turned to idols (48:8). 

 

How does God deal with “fake” believers; people who appear to be genuine but merely have a 

“painted” exterior with no real faith? Isaiah gives us some hints. 

 

1. The Lord uses His WORD (48:3-8). God foretold the coming of Cyrus and the judgment of 

Babylon over a century before they took place (48:14-15, 20-21). No one could claim that 

their idols had done it or be surprised by God’s actions. He wanted them to learn to believe 

and trust His Word. 

 

2. The Lord uses DISCIPLINE (48:9-11). As God’s chosen people, the Israelites were giving 

God a “bad name” by their sin. God could have destroyed them but instead He sent calamity 

and judgment to draw them back to Himself. Just as the furnace is used to burn off impurities, 

so God uses affliction to purify His people. 

 

3. The Lord uses INSTRUCTION (48:16-19). There is some debate over who the speaker 

“endowed with His Spirit” is referring to. Is it talking about the Lord’s Servant-Messiah or 

maybe referring to Isaiah Himself and the inspiration God has given him? Whatever the case, 

God wants to teach and direct people for their good. If they pay attention to God’s instruction 

God will give them His peace and blessing. 

 

Like Israel, there are two kinds of people sitting in our churches today: true believers and those 

who are just “faking it.” They may even be fooling themselves. But God knows the heart and 

longs for those who have a false front – a painted exterior – to come to Him and be saved before 

it is too late and they “rust away.”  
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  https://www.ministry127.com/resources/illustration/strong-steel-or-painted-rust 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Daniel 10-12; 1 Peter 4 


