
MARK: PROFILES IN COURAGE 

Monday, November 11 

Reading: Mark 14:53-72 
 

Mark 14:61   Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, "Are You the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" 

62  Jesus said, "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming  

with the clouds of heaven." 
 

JESUS’ COURAGE: Mark records Jesus’ trial before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish “supreme 

court.” They were seeking evidence to present at Jesus’ Roman trial. Under Roman occupation, 

the Jews were not allowed to execute anyone. Almost every aspect of this trial was illegal. 

Jewish courts were not allowed to meet in the middle of the night. They brought false witnesses 

who couldn’t agree on what Jesus said or did. 
1
 They ignored the laws against self-incrimination. 

Jesus’ silence brought the trial to a standstill. With no evidence, the council would have no 

choice but to let Jesus go. 

 

As a last ditch effort, the high priest demands Jesus tell them if He is the Messiah, the Son of 

God. At this most dangerous time, Jesus decides to speak and let the religious leaders off the 

hook. He quotes from Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13-14, both passages that clearly reveal the 

deity of Messiah, the Son of Man. At this the high priest tore his robes in outrage at this 

statement of blasphemy (as far as they were concerned). In a final illegal act, they vote in unison 

to condemn Jesus, instead of the normal procedure of voting one-by-one from the youngest 

member to the oldest. They then vented all their hatred on Jesus by mocking, spitting on, and 

beating Him. 

 

PETER’S COWARDICE: During the trial, Peter is in the courtyard outside. He has followed 

Jesus at a distance to see what would happen. When he is questioned by a servant girl he denies 

any relationship with Jesus. Three times Peter denies Jesus, just as the Lord said he would. Upon 

hearing the rooster crow, Peter remembered Jesus’ words and wept bitterly. 

 

LESSON ONE: “He Kept Silent.” Jesus remained silent because the questions had been over 

false testimony and lying witnesses. It would do no good to try and straighten out these 

fabrications. But the last question was a direct challenge to His identity. If Jesus had remained 

silent, it would be admitting that He was not the Messiah, the Son of God. Courageously, Jesus 

spoke the truth and implied that though they may condemn Him today, one day He would return 

as their Judge. How courageous are we to speak the truth in the face of the world’s hatred and 

hostility?  

 

LESSON TWO: “He Denied It Again.” Before we come down too hard on Peter, we need to 

realize that we are prone to deny the Lord as well. Whether out of fear or indifference, every 

time we refuse to share Christ when God brings an opportunity across our path we are in a sense 

denying the Lord. May our eyes see people the way Jesus sees them. May we be bold to answer 

those who ask, “Are you one of Jesus’ followers?” with the gospel of Jesus Christ? And when we 

fail, may we like Peter weep in repentance. 
 

 
1
  For the statement of Jesus’ destroying the Temple in three days see John 2:18-22. 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Ezekiel 36-39; 1 Peter 4 


