
MARK: PROFILES IN OBEDIENCE 

Sunday, November 10 

Reading: Mark 14:32-52 
 

Mark 14:36  “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not  
what I will, but what you will.”  

 

Having left the upper room, Jesus and His disciples go to a garden at the base of the Mount of 

Olives. ‘Gethsemane’ means place of crushing. It was here that olives were crushed and their oil 

collected. It is here that Jesus will begin to experience the crushing weight of what lay ahead. 

 

JESUS’ OBEDIENCE: Taking Peter, James, and John with Him, Jesus confides to them about 

the crushing sorrow on His heart. He pleads with them to pray with Him, but they are too weary 

and fall asleep. Jesus now falls to the ground in anguished prayer. The pain, torture, and death 

He would experience in the coming hours were nothing compared to the spiritual agony of 

bearing the sins of the world on Himself. Jesus cries out to His loving heavenly Father for 

another way to save humanity. But He closes His prayer with, “Not what I will, but what You 

will.” Jesus’ calm, confident response during the trials and torture of the coming day are a 

testament to His submission and trust in the Father’s will.  

 

JUDAS’ TREACHERY: In contrast to Jesus’ obedience we see Judas’ betrayal. He comes with 

the chief priests and a large contingent of soldiers armed for a fight. But instead of running as 

they expected, Jesus goes out to meet them. Judas identifies Jesus using a kiss on the cheek – a 

sign of friendship and affection. He even has the gall to call Jesus “Rabbi” though he has long 

since stopped following or believing in Him. Jesus rebukes the cowardice of the crowd but puts 

up no resistance to His arrest. One of the disciples (Peter according to John) however swings his 

sword and cuts of the ear of a one in the crowd. Luke records that Jesus performs His last public 

act of healing by restoring the man’s ear. At this point all the disciples desert Jesus as He had 

predicted.  

 

LESSON ONE: “Yet Not What I Will, But What You Will.” Jesus’ prayer in the garden is one 

that every believer should emulate in their lives. Often we pray to avoid trials and suffering 

because we selfishly don’t want to go through it. But Jesus “humbled Himself to the point of 

death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). His example shows us that submitting to 

God’s will has nothing to do with our comfort or making life easy. Often it will take us beyond 

our limits to where we have no choice but to trust God. Our prayer should always be, “Not my 

will, but Yours be done.” 

 

LESSON TWO: “Watch and Pray So That You Will Not Fall into Temptation.” The disciples 

were too overcome with sleep to pray as Jesus asked. I often wonder if things would have been 

different had they spent that night in prayer. Perhaps Peter would not have denied Jesus three 

times. Perhaps the despair and disbelief in Jesus’ resurrection would not have happened. Prayer 

is not just for the next crisis. It is about preparation to live our lives now. If we strengthen our 

relationship with God during the times of peace, we will be much better prepared to trust God in 

the times trouble. What do you allow to distract you from building your relationship with God 

through prayer and devotion? What do you need to do to correct this in your life? 
 


