
VOICE OF THE MARTYRS 

Friday, November 10 

Reading: 1 Peter 3 
 

1 Peter 3:14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they 

fear; do not be frightened." 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give 

 an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect, 16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against  

your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17  It is better, if it is God's will, to 

suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

 

Farshid Fathi was arrested in December 2010 in Iran.  This Christian pastor who converted from 

Islam was charged with “acting against national security through membership of a Christian 

organization, collection of funds, propaganda against the Islamic Regime by helping to spread 

Christianity in the country.”  In March 2012, he was finally sentenced to 6 years in Evin prison, 

known for holding many political prisoners. 

 

Despite all this, reports call Farshid “a shining beacon for Christ in Evin,” so much so that one 

prisoner who shared a cell with him praised his sweet nature and remarked that he is beloved 

among the inmates.  In November of 2012, Farshid wrote a letter to his father in which he stated: 
 

“Often I have been insulted, humiliated and accused, but I have never doubted my identity in Christ. Some 

have deserted me, some have fled from me; in no way do I pass judgment on them. My Lord has never left 

me…What really matters is I am my Beloved’s and my Beloved is mine. This possibly is the sweetest truth 

of my life that I am His and He is mine.” 

 

In August 2014, Farshid Fathi was transferred to another prison known as one of the most 

dangerous prisons in Iran with a history of reported Human Rights violations.  In December of 

2015 he was finally released and was able to leave Iran in April 2016. 
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Pastor Fathi is only one of many examples around the world of men and women who are living 

Peter’s words in this letter.  They are suffering for their faith and yet maintain their witness and 

testimony to those around them.  Their example puts most of us Christians here in the West to 

shame.  With all our freedoms, we are afraid to share Christ with our neighbors.  Jesus never said 

living for Him would be easy, but if He really is “Lord” of our lives shouldn’t we be willing to 

witness for Him since He suffered and died for us!   

 

Join with me in determining to pray for our brothers and sisters who are suffering around the 

world and to become like them in our zeal to live for Christ and share the Good News with 

others. 
 

Hebrews 13:3  Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are 

mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.  
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   https://www.prisoneralert.com/pprofiles/vp_prisoner_221_profile.html 

 

 


