
PSALM: DANGERS OF DISOBEDIENCE 

Thursday, May 9 

Reading: Psalm 106:16-31 
 

Psalm 106:24  Then they despised the pleasant land; they did not believe his promise. 25  They grumbled  
in their tents and did not obey the LORD. 

 

The first section of Psalm106 described the dangers of forgetting God, experienced by the 

Israelites when they left Egypt (106:6-23). The next section speaks of another danger – the 

danger of disobedience. When we forget the greatness and goodness of God the next fateful step 

is disobedience. 

 

When they reached the border of Canaan, the Israelites listened to faithless men and refused to 

enter and take the land God had promised them (106:24-27; Num. 14-15). For their 

disobedience, that generation wandered in the wilderness for 40 years until they had all died out.  

 

However, their children did not learn from their parents’ sin. As they again approached the 

Promised Land the people joined in the worship of the local Moabite god Baal. This brought a 

plague down on the Israelites that was only stopped by the righteous actions of Aaron’s grandson 

Phinehas (106:28-31; Num. 25). 

 

During this time, they also complained about the lack of water like their parents had done. This 

time the act of disobedience was from Moses himself. He took credit for what God would do and 

was so angry with the people’s lack of faith that he struck the rock instead of speaking to it like 

God had commanded. For this sin, Moses was not allowed to enter the Promised Land (106:32-

33; Num. 20). 

 

Disobedience always brings punishment. And it can have long arms. Our disobedience often 

affects others who are drawn into our lack of faith. 

 

LESSON: “They Did Not Obey the Lord.” The story is told of an 18-year old girl who attended a 

worship service in a local church. There she heard the gospel message about Jesus’ love and the 

plan of salvation. The next week the church received a letter from her. It read:  
 

Last Sunday I attended your church, and I heard your preacher say that all men have sinned against God. 

Because of their sin they all face eternal separation from God. But then he also said God loved men and sent 

his Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to redeem men from their sins and all those who believe in him would go 

to heaven and live with God eternally. My parents recently died. I know they did not believe in Jesus Christ. If 

what you believe is true, they are damned. You compel me to believe that you yourself either don’t believe this 

message, or that you don’t care. You see, we live only three blocks from your church, and no one ever told us.
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Ouch!! When stated in this way, it should prick our conscious. Disobedience is not only doing 

something against God, but also not doing what we know God has told us to do. Do we really 

believe the gospel? Do we really care about people? Watch out for the dangers of disobedience! 
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 http://www.family-times.net/illustration/Disobedience/200129/ 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: 2 Chronicles 1-4; Acts 5 


