
PROVERBS: BE CONTENT 

Saturday, May 9 

Reading: Proverbs 30 
 

Proverbs 30:7  "Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 8  Keep falsehood and lies 
far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. 9  Otherwise, I may have 
too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the 
name of my God. 

 

The story is told of a rich industrialist who was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting lazily beside his boat. “Why 

aren’t you out there fishing?” he asked. “Because I’ve caught enough fish for today,” said the fisherman. “Why 

don’t you catch more fish than you need?” the rich man asked. “What would I do with them?” asked the fisherman. 

 

“You could earn more money,” came the impatient reply, “and buy a better boat so you could go deeper and catch 

more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon you’d have a fleet of 

boats and be rich like me.” The fisherman asked, “Then what would I do?” “You could sit down and enjoy life,” 

said the industrialist. “What do you think I’m doing now?” the fisherman replied. 
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Though we know nothing about Agur son of Jakeh, he presents us with an important reminder. The two things that 

are important to live life skillfully are honesty and contentment. Those who live for God should always be known as 

people of integrity, people who tell the truth, people who can be trusted. 

 

The second need is much harder! Human nature finds it difficult to be content. There is danger no matter what your 

social level. The poor can be as preoccupied with money as the rich. Both can cause a person to dishonor God’s 

name by seeking after wealth instead of trusting in the Lord. 

 

Agur’s prayer for “daily bread” reminds me of Jesus’ statement in “the Lord’s Prayer:”  “Give us today our daily 

bread” (Matthew 6:11). As believers, we are to trust in God and not our own resources. We are to be content with 

what He provides. This does not mean we quit working and saving. But it does mean that money and things are not 

our primary focus.   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The Apostle Paul gives us a good example of this truth in his “thank you” to the church at Philippi for their support 

for him. 
 

Philippians 4:11  I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances. 12  I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the 

secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 

want. 13  I can do everything through Him who gives me strength. 
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