
A PARABLE OF CONDEMNATION 

Sunday, May 9 

Reading: Luke 20:9-19 
 

Luke 20:19  The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immediately, 
because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid of the people. 

 

The situation described in this parable was common in Jesus’ day. An owner would rent his field 

out to tenants and would receive part of the harvest back as payment, usually ¼ of the crop. Jesus 

uses much of the same imagery the prophet Isaiah did in condemning Jerusalem in his day (see 

Isaiah 5:1-7). Jesus’ parable took the religious leaders on a tour through Israel’s history. The 

images He uses picture the following: 
 

 The Vineyard Owner = God 

 The Vineyard = Israel 

 The Vinedressers = the religious leaders 

 The Servants = the faithful prophets 

 The Son = Christ 

 The Others = the Gentiles 
 

The point Jesus was making is that God had “planted” the nation of Israel. They belonged to Him 

and He expected to get something back in return. The religious leaders were to protect and lead 

the people for the Lord, but they had failed in their job. Instead of pointing people to God, they 

grabbed all the power and honor for themselves. God sent them prophets to warn them to turn 

back to God, but they were all rejected, mistreated or killed. Now God had sent His own Son and 

this part of the parable revealed that Jesus knew of the plot to kill Him. This is another prediction 

of His coming death which was only days away. The last section of this parable warned the 

leaders of their future. God would judge them for their rejection and would give His blessings to 

the Gentiles. 

 

Jesus closes this parable with another quotation from Psalm 118. The crowds had chanted verses 

25-26 at Jesus’ triumphal entry. Now Jesus quotes verses 22-23 to tell these leaders that in 

rejecting Him they were rejecting the cornerstone – the most important stone in the building. The 

cornerstone was used as the standard by which the whole building was measured. While the 

Jewish leaders rejected Him, God’s plan would not be stopped. Jesus would be the stone on 

which God’s kingdom would be built. Those who were not part of His church through salvation 

would be crushed by Him, a quotation of Isaiah 8:14-15. 

 

Upon hearing this judgment against them, the chief priests wanted to drag Jesus out and kill Him 

right then, but they knew the people would at least riot and at most attack them in the process. 

And so they regroup to attack Jesus again. 

 

The challenge for believers today is to be faithful with what God has given us. After all, 

everything belongs to Him and it is really only on loan to us. What gifts and talents has God 

given you? Do you ever struggle to give back to God what is already His? For unbelievers, this 

parable is a somber warning to not reject Christ and bring destruction on yourself. 
 


