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Acts 3:2  Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, 
where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 3  When he saw Peter  
and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4  Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then 
Peter said, “Look at us!” 5  So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  
6  Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7  Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s  
feet and ankles became strong. 8  He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them  
into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God.. 

 
Lulu Cecilia Fleming was born in Florida in 1862, the daughter of a slave who died at the close 

of the Civil War. This remarkable woman received training in theology and became the first 

black person commissioned for career missionary service by the Woman's American Baptist 

Foreign Missionary Society.  Miss Fleming's first term of service was in the Congo, after which 

she came home and completed medical school.  She returned to the Congo as a medical 

missionary, but contracted African sleeping sickness and died in 1899. 

 

Dr. Fleming did not have much in the way of "silver or gold" to give the people God called her 

to serve.  But what she had, she gave freely.  She gave of her love for Christ and of her abilities 

as a teacher and physician.  Ultimately, Dr. Fleming gave her life in service to the Lord. 

 

The sight of this lame man sitting at the Temple gate was nothing new.  He had been lame for 

over 40 years (4:22) and had probably sat in this spot for many of those years.  Peter and John 

had probably seen him there many times before.  But spurred by Holy Spirit, this day would be 

different.  While the apostles did not have much in the way of money, what they gave this man 

was far better.  The man received not only the healing of his legs, but no doubt also received the 

spiritual healing of His soul. 

 

The crowds are astounded by this double miracle.  Not only was the lame man healed, he was 

able to walk and jump - quite a feat for a man who had been born lame!  Peter uses this 

opportunity, not to promote himself, but to point the people to Jesus.   

 

Sadly, too many people in our world are in need like that lame man.  They have financial and 

physical hardships.  As believers, we are called to care for the needy and hurting in our world, 

but like Peter (and Lulu Fleming) we may not have enough means to help them all.  But what we 

do have we can share with everyone - the free gift of salvation in Christ Jesus. 

 

It is impossible to read the book of Acts without seeing the early church’s concern and care for 

poor and needy souls in their society.  But they never reached out to meet physical needs without 

also sharing the gospel.  Are you reaching out to the hurting and helpless with the gifts God has 

given you?  Are you touching hearts through meeting their physical needs as well as their 

spiritual need for Christ? 
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