
PROVERBS: LORD OF THE HEART 

Friday, May 8 

Reading: Proverbs 21-22 
 

Proverbs 21:1  In the LORD’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water that he channels toward all who 

please him. 2  A person may think their own ways are right, but the LORD weighs the heart. 3  To do 

what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 
 

The middle chapters of Proverbs record a series of short wisdom sayings that don’t appear to be 

arranged by any particular theme. One word that keeps showing up is the word “heart.” It is 

found over 60 times in the book.  

 

The heart of the king is in the Lord’s hands (21:1). Even wicked rulers are used by God to 

accomplish His purposes. We see an example of this in Exodus with Pharaoh. “There is no 

wisdom or understanding or counsel against the Lord” (21:30). This gives us hope even the 

darkest times that God is in control. 

 

Solomon also warns us to guard our hearts. Things may seem right in our eyes but God weighs 

every heart. He calls for righteousness and justice more than mere outward shows of worship 

(21:2-3). A proud heart is a fertile field for sin to grow (21:4). Life is found in right living and 

mercy [hesed] (21:21) and guarding what we say keeps us from trouble (21:23). A wise person 

will be humble (22:4), generous (22:9), pure in heart and speaks with grace (22:11), and applies 

their heart to wisdom so that their trust is in the Lord (22:17-19).  

 

Solomon also speaks to parents. He warns against fighting and anger in the home (21:9, 19). 

Parents are to teach their children how to live wisely for God (22:6) and not be afraid to 

discipline them to drive out folly (22:15). The topic of corporal punishment has been an issue for 

some time now. But correction may require spankings, verbal correction, and various other forms 

of discipline. Whatever method is used must not be done in anger but in love. Proverbs tells us 

that correction is an act of love (13:24), helps the child understand how to live wisely and not 

bring shame to themselves and their family (29:15), and delivers their soul from hell (23:13-14). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The statement that “folly is bound up in the heart of a child” (22:15) is another way of saying 

that we are all born with a sinful nature. In theology we call this the depravity of man. We 

are not born with a “clean slate” as psychologists want us to believe. It is not culture and 

environment that corrupt a child. It is sin that is passed to each person since the Fall in the 

garden (Romans 5:12). This is why discipline and instruction in God’s ways is so important. 

Left on their own, people are lost. 

 

2. Many parents have been disillusioned by Proverbs 22:6 because they have taken it as a 

promise. “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 

from it” (NKJV). This is a true statement…until it isn’t! Because it is a proverb, it is not a 

promise but a statement of what generally happens. But what about that child who does go 

astray? While not a promise that they will return, this proverbs does give us hope that the 

things they learned in their youth may bring them back to God. 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 20 


