
A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY 

Saturday, May 8 

Reading: Luke 20:1-8 
 

Luke 20:1  One day as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple courts and proclaiming the good news, the chief  

priests and the teachers of the law, together with the elders, came up to him. 2  “Tell us by what authority you are  

doing these things,” they said. “Who gave you this authority?” 

 

All of Jesus’ enemies now gang up to destroy His popularity with the people. The Pharisees, 

Sadducees, and Herodians were natural adversaries in political and religious circles, but they 

combine their efforts in attacking Christ. 

 

Their opening question is a challenge to Jesus’ authority. “What makes you think you have the 

authority to walk into our Temple and upset everything” (my translation). This question was a 

sinister trap. If Jesus proclaimed His authority was from God He would be claiming He was the 

Messiah and they could accuse Him of being a rebel against Rome. If He claimed He acted on 

His own authority the people would soon turn away from Him and return to the authority of the 

Temple. Jesus, however, would not be trapped. He countered with a question of His own that the 

chief priests could not answer! “John’s baptism – was it from heaven, or of human origin?” 

 

By asking this question, Jesus was implying that He received His authority from the same source 

as John the Baptist. It was also a reminder of John’s execution at the hands of the political 

authorities (i.e. Herod Antipas) – the very thing these religious leaders wanted to do with Jesus.  

 

If the religious leaders said John’s authority was from God, they would have to admit that Jesus 

was the Messiah for John had declared Him to be such. If they said that John’s authority was of 

human origin the people would turn against them for they believed John was a prophet. To try 

and save face, the chief priests avoid answering the question. So Jesus would not answer their 

question about His authority. They were not looking for truth, but only for a means to discredit 

and destroy Him. It was only fear of the people that prevented them from acting. 

 

John the Baptist was willing to stand for his convictions. Jesus would not allow the opposition of 

these powerful religious men to keep Him from doing what God the Father had sent Him to do. 

The religious leaders backed down when challenged to state their convictions about John. They 

feared what other people might think more than standing for what they believed. 

 

Do you ever ‘back down’ when challenged about your faith? It is always easier to say nothing 

than to stand in the harsh light criticism. But do we consider that God may have placed us in that 

situation for just that purpose – to stand up and defend His name. 
 

 

 


