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Acts 2:22  “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you  

by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.  

23  This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with  

the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24  But God raised him from  

the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold  

on him. 

 

John Wesley used to ask the young men whom he had sent out to preach two questions: "Has 

anyone been converted?" and "Did anyone get mad?" If the answer was "No," he told them he 

did not think the Lord had called them to preach the Gospel, and sent them about their business. 

When the Holy Ghost convicts of sin, people are either converted or they don't like it, and get 

mad. 
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Wesley was right!  People will respond to the gospel in these two ways.  They will accept Christ 

as Savior or they will reject Him and become angry at the thought that someone would call them 

a sinner.  This is clearly shown in the first Christian sermon ever preached.  In one day, it grew 

the church from 120 in an upper room to over 3000!  It also angers the religious leaders and 

others who try to stop the message and persecute the saints in the following chapters.  What 

made this sermon so powerful? 
 

First, it was based in Scripture.  Peter quotes from three different Old Testament passages and 

applies them to Jesus Christ.  He cites Joel 2 to explain the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  He quotes 

Psalm 16 to prove the resurrection of Christ.  And he uses Psalm 110 to proclaim that Jesus is 

God (Lord) and Savior (Christ).   
 

Second, it was Christ-centered.  Jesus was the topic and His death and resurrection were the 

focus.  Peter stresses both the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man in this action.  

While it was God’s eternal plan for Jesus to die on the cross, this did not dissolve the people’s 

responsibility in rejecting Him. 
 

Third, it called for a response.  Peter urged those who listened to turn to Christ and be saved.  

When the crowd asked “What shall we do?” Peter and the others had the answer - “Repent…in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.” 
 

We would do well today to follow this pattern.  When we share our faith we need to be sure it is 

based in God’s Word and not just our own experiences.  People need to know that this is what 

God says and not what we say.  We need to be sure that Jesus’ death and resurrection are at the 

center of our message, not some positive “be the best you can be” philosophy so popular today.  

And finally, we need to be ready to give the right answer to those who respond. 
   
 Are you “preaching” a great sermon? 
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