
PROVERBS: WAR OF WORDS 

Thursday, May 7 

Reading: Proverbs 14-15 
 

Proverbs 15:1  A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 2  The tongue of the 
wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. 3  The eyes of the LORD are every-
where, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. 4  The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a 
deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. 

 

The verbal warfare between Winston Churchill and Lady Astor during the WWII era was 

legendary. Some of the insults these two British politicians flung at each other are quite 

humorous. On one occasion Lady Astor found herself on a hotel elevator with an obviously 

intoxicated Churchill. “Sir Winston, you are drunk!” she snipped with disgust. His reply, “And 

M’lady, you are ugly. But tomorrow I will be sober and you will still be ugly.” Another reported 

incident began when Astor told Churchill, “If I were your wife, I’d put arsenic in your tea.” To 

which Churchill responded, “Madam, if you were my wife, I’d drink it!”
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  Not the best examples 

of controlling your tongue! 

 

We may chuckle at this war of words, but in actuality words can do real damage. I like the 

statement made by evangelist Billy Sunday when a man tried to justify his harsh tongue by 

saying, “It passes; it is done quickly.” Evangelist Sunday’s reply was “So does a shotgun blast!”
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A word spoken in haste can cause quick and deadly damage.  I’m sure we could all recall a time 

when we wish we could take back our words. 

 

Proverbs has a lot to say about our words. In chapter 15, Solomon gives us some wise advice on 

how to live skillfully with our words. Verse 1 speaks of a “gentle answer.” This deals with our 

attitude. If we “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15), our words will be better received. 

However, we can speak “harsh words” without caring for the other person’s feelings. Though the 

truth does sometimes hurt, our attitude should never be to intentionally hurt others with our 

words. 

 

A wise person also considers what they say (15:2). Fools say whatever comes into their heads 

with no thought for how it will affect others. The wise consider if what they are thinking will be 

helpful or harmful to others. Will it lead others to God and His truth or drive them further away? 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. James calls the tongue “a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the 

whole person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell” (James 

3:6). Are we fanning the flame with our words? As Solomon said, our words can bring 

healing or crush the spirit (15:4). Proverbs 15:3 may be the source of that old children’s song 

we should listen to: “O be careful little tongue what you say…for the Father up above is 

looking down in love…so be careful little tongue what you say.” 

 

2. Think about the following Proverbs:14:12; 14:16; 14:17; 14:26-27; 14:34;  

15:16-18; 15:28-29; 15:31-33. How can you apply them today? 
 

 
1  

https://storage.snappages.site/HD257D/assets/files/Psalm-141.3-Set-A-Guard.pdf 
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 https://www.leaderherald.com/clergy-corner/2018/07/how-to-manage-your-mouth-and-your-direction/ 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 19 


