
CLEANSING THE TEMPLE 

Friday, May 7 

Reading: Luke 19:45-48 
 

Luke 19:45  When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who were selling. 46  “It is 
written,” he said to them, “ ‘My house will be a house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 

 

Jesus’ sadness would continue as He entered the outer courts of the Temple. The Law required 

the sacrifice of a spotless animal and so the priests had set up markets on the Mount of Olives 

and in the Court of the Gentiles. They managed to find some defect with the animals brought by 

the people forcing them to buy a “temple approved” sacrifice. The money changers would 

exchange all foreign currency for Jewish money to pay the temple tax and purchase sacrifices. Of 

course all this was done at an inflated exchange rate that made the merchants and the priests 

wealthy. It was all big business! 

 

Jesus had cleaned these “thieves” out at the start of His ministry (John 2:13-17). Now He would 

end His ministry on the same note. The noise of animals, the haggling of merchants, and the 

trampling of the crowds was occurring in the only place in the Temple where Gentiles could 

come to worship and pray.   

 

Jesus quoted two Old Testament prophets for His authority to stop these actions. First, He quoted 

Isaiah 56:7 to show that the purpose of God’s house was to be “a house of prayer for all nations.” 

Jesus was concerned that the Gentiles who were seeking God were being deprived of their 

opportunity to worship. He next quoted Jeremiah 7:11, a passage in which the prophet condemns 

the abuse of God’s temple. A “den of thieves” is the place where thieves gather to feel safe. The 

priests and merchants were like thieves in their actions and believed they were right to do it. 

After all, they were only hurting Gentiles. Jesus’ symbolic act was a lesson to them that God saw 

what they were doing and was displeased (cf. Jeremiah 7:1-11). 

 

This was the last straw for the chief priests and scribes. They now begin to plot in earnest how to 

destroy Jesus before He drew all the people away from their influence and authority. They 

wanted to kill Jesus right then but they could not figure out how to do it. The Passover crowds 

were amazed by Jesus’ teaching and His miracles.  
 

Jeremiah 7:9  “ ‘Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and follow other 

gods you have not known, 10  and then come and stand before Me in this house, which bears My Name, and say, 

“We are safe”—safe to do all these detestable things? 11  Has this house, which bears My Name, become a den 

of robbers to you? But I have been watching! declares the LORD. 
 

These words of Jeremiah should have reminded the religious leaders of their duty to keep God’s 

House a place of worship and prayer. But they were too concerned about money and prestige to 

get the point. Instead of listening to the message, they decide to kill the Messenger. Do we ever 

get caught up in our own ways that we forget the real reason we have ‘church’ in the first place? 

If Jesus were to physically come to our church would He have to “clean house” or would He find 

a faithful, praying people? When He looks at your heart what will He find? 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 13-16; Acts 6 


