
PROVERBS: FOLLY ON MY SHOULDER 

Wednesday, May 6 

Reading: Proverbs 8-9 
 

Proverbs 9:1  Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars. 2  She has prepared  

her meat and mixed her wine; she has also set her table. 3  She has sent out her maids, and she calls 

from the highest point of the city. 4  "Let all who are simple come in here!" she says to those who lack 

judgment. 5  "Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. 6  Leave your simple ways and you 

will live; walk in the way of understanding…13  The woman Folly is loud; she is undisciplined and without 

knowledge. 14  She sits at the door of her house, on a seat at the highest point of the city, 15  calling  

out to those who pass by, who go straight on their way. 16  "Let all who are simple come in here!" she 

says to those who lack judgment. 17  "Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!" 18  But 

little do they know that the dead are there, that her guests are in the depths of the grave. 
 

It is an old motif. You have probably seen it in countless cartoons, TV shows, and movies. A 

character is confronting temptation when suddenly a little devil appears on his shoulder. Then a 

little angel pops onto his other shoulder. Both the angel and devil try to convince the character to 

follow their advice - to do what is right or to give in to the temptation.
 

 

Here in Proverbs we have a similar picture. Solomon personifies both wisdom and folly as 

women calling for people to listen to them. In chapter 9, wisdom is described as having “built 

her house” and supported it with “seven pillars.” Seven is the number of perfection in the Bible. 

This reminds us that those who live in God’s wisdom are secure. Next wisdom is described as 

sending her messengers to the “highest point of the city” where all could hear her call to come to 

her feast. There are only two requirements: they must leave their simple ways and they must 

walk in the way of understanding (9:6). 

 

The cry of Folly sounds similar in many ways to that of wisdom. The world’s “wisdom” sounds 

good at first. It offers sweet and delicious promises that will satisfy our fleshly desires. But they 

are temporary. Solomon informs us that there end is death and hell. 

 

Like the character with the angel and devil on his shoulder, we must make a choice. Will we 

follow the call of God’s wisdom or will we succumb to the temptations of the world? Our eternal 

soul hangs in the balance! We cannot live for the world AND live for the Lord. What is your 

choice? 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Like the little angel on your shoulder, the cry of wisdom leads us into deeper fellowship with 

God (9:18). To do this we must first be willing to give up our ways to follow His way. We 

must turn our backs on worldly thinking and desires. This is not easy for God’s ways are 

often foolish to the world. We must step out in faith. 

 

2. Turning from our old sinful ways also means learning to walk in new ways - godly ways. 

This takes discipline. Jesus never promised an easy road, but He did promise to be with us 

every step of the way. As Jesus said, a believer must “deny himself and take up his cross 

daily and follow Me” (Mark 9:23). 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 18 


