
THE UNTRIUMPHAL ENTRY 

Thursday, May 6 

Reading: Luke 19:28-44 
 

Luke 19:37  When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd 
of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38  “Blessed is the 
king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”…41 As he approached 
Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 

 

We usually refer to the events of Palm Sunday as the Triumphal Entry. But we see a different 

picture when we look closer. 

 

Praising Pilgrims (19:28-40) –Jerusalem was overflowing with pilgrims from all over the Roman 

Empire during Passover. Many had heard of Jesus and hoped He would be at the temple where 

they could see Him (John 11:55-57). It was customary for pilgrims to walk the final mile to 

Jerusalem so Jesus riding on the donkey would be very noticeable. Some would also recognize 

this as a fulfillment of prophecy. 
 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He 

is just and having salvation, lowly and riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9; quoted in 

Matthew 21:5) 
 

As He rode into the city, the crowds spread their clothes and palm branches in the road to carpet 

the way for the “King” and greeted Him with praise from Psalm 118:25-26. 
   

“Save now, I pray, O Lord; O Lord, I pray, send now prosperity.  Blessed is he who comes   in the name of the 

Lord!  We have blessed you from the house of the Lord” 
 

The Pharisees realized the implication of the people’s praise as well. They tell Jesus to stop His 

disciples from uttering this “blasphemy” (in their eyes) that He was the Messiah. Jesus’ response 

let these religious frauds know that the people were proclaiming the truth and if they were silent 

the very stones would scream His praise. 

 

The Sobbing Savior (19:41-48) – As the pilgrims came over the Mount of Olives they would get 

their first full view of the Holy City. This was usually a cause of great rejoicing and chanting of 

psalms of praise. But for Jesus, it was a moment of sadness. Though the crowds surrounding 

Him were singing His praises, Jesus knew that rejection lay in the days ahead. Jesus’ statement 

seems to imply that the people should have realized what was happening. He says, “If you had 

known, even you, especially in this your day…” (NKJV). What day was Jesus speaking of? Was 

He thinking about the prophecy of Daniel’s 70 weeks (Daniel 9:24-27) in which God gave the 

prophet a sweeping view of his nation’s history. The clock would begin with a decree to rebuild 

Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity and would extend for 69 weeks or 483 years. This 

brings us to the lifetime of Jesus. I would suggest that it terminates on Palm Sunday as Jesus 

presents Himself to the nation of the Lamb of God. 

 

Though it had been prophesied, the people’s eyes were blind to the truth. They wanted a 

conquering King, but Jesus had come as a sacrificial Lamb. The result of this blindness would be 

disastrous for Jerusalem. Jesus sees about 40 years into the future when the Roman army under 

General Titus would surround Jerusalem, level it to the ground, and pry every temple stone apart 

to gather the gold melted between them. 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 9-12; Acts 5 


