
PROVERBS: THE STRAIGHT PATH 

Tuesday, May 5 

Reading: Proverbs 3-4 

 

Proverbs 3:5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6  in all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. 7  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the 

LORD and shun evil. 8  This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 
 

When I was in elementary school, I had a teacher that lived nearby who offered me the job of 

mowing his lawn during the summer. This would be my first real work experience and I was 

excited about it. I will always remember how patient this teacher was with me. I had trouble 

starting the mower by myself as I just could not seem to pull the cord fast enough. Also my lines 

were not always very straight. But I did my best and learned a lot during that summer. (By the 

way, I still don’t always mow straight!) 

 

As Christians, we too can have trouble walking “the straight and narrow” as we should.  Our 

lives often weave this way and that because we have taken our eyes off God.  Solomon reminds 

us that if we keep trusting in God instead of our own opinions, if we seek Him in all we do, then 

He will “make your paths straight.” The word “all” is central to this proverb. We should not 

expect to “live skillfully” if we only acknowledge God some of the time. We should not expect 

to have a successful Christian life if we only turn to God when our “wisdom” has run out. God 

must be our focus ALL of the time. 

 

The following verses give us two areas of life in which we must trust God. First, is in the area of 

giving (v. 9-10). In ancient Israel, the first part of every crop was given to God in gratitude for 

His provision. Do we trust God enough to give Him our best and not our leftovers? We do not 

give to God because of what we can get! We give because we love Him and trust Him to 

provide. Jesus said, “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). 

 

The other area Solomon deals with is God’s discipline (v. 11-12). When trials come our way do 

we scream “Why, God!” or do we ask “What does God want me to learn from this?” God brings 

discipline into our lives to make us better. Like good parents, He disciplines because He loves us 

and wants us to go the right way. It is one of His tools to help us find wisdom and gain 

understanding (v. 13). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Like my summer mowing job, trusting in God takes practice and perseverance. We will not 

learn everything overnight. But we will learn nothing at all if we don’t stick with it and allow 

God to work in our lives and teach us how to trust. How’s your trusting? Is it moving 

forward or are you still trying to “pull the cord” to get it started? 

 

2. These two chapters stress the importance of gaining wisdom. It is not talking about 

accumulating facts. As chapter 1 it reminds us that true wisdom comes from God. How can 

we apply these words to our lives: “Get wisdom at all costs” (4:7), “keep wisdom in your 

heart” (4:21-22), “guard your heart, your mouth, your eyes, and the path of your feet” (4:23-

27). 
 

READ THE NT: Acts 17 


