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Reading: Acts 1 
 

Acts 1:6  Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore  

the kingdom to Israel?” 7  He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 

set by his own authority. 8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will  

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9  After he 

said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
 

Fritz Kreisler (1875-1962), the world-famous violinist, earned a fortune with his concerts and 

compositions, but he generously gave most of it away.  So, when he discovered an exquisite 

violin on one of his trips, he wasn’t able to buy it. 

 

Later, having raised enough money to meet the asking price, he returned to the seller, hoping to 

purchase that beautiful instrument.  But to his great dismay it had been sold to a collector. 

Kreisler made his way to the new owner’s home and offered to buy the violin.  The collector said 

it had become his prized possession and he would not sell it.  Keenly disappointed, Kreisler was 

about to leave when he had an idea. “Could I play the instrument once more before it is 

consigned to silence?” he asked.  Permission was granted, and the great virtuoso filled the room 

with such heart-moving music that the collector’s emotions were deeply stirred.  “I have no right 

to keep that to myself,” he exclaimed.  “It’s yours, Mr. Kreisler. Take it into the world, and let 

people hear it.” 
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Several times during the 40 days between His resurrection and ascension Jesus commissioned 

His followers to spread the good news.  This would be the last!  While the disciples still had 

visions of an earthly kingdom, Jesus told them that kingdom was yet future.  For the present, 

they were to be witnesses, starting where they were and continuing until the whole world had 

heard the gospel. 

 

That commission has not changed!  Too often Christians are like that violin collector.  They 

treasure the gospel for themselves but forget that its “heart-moving music” is to be shared with 

others.  The truth of our salvation is seen in our enthusiasm to share the good news with others.  

Someone told you about Christ.  Have you told anyone lately?  

 

Sometimes we don’t share our faith because we are afraid we don’t know what to say or will say 

something wrong.  I like the word Jesus used here in Acts 1:8 - “witnesses.”   A witness is 

simply someone who tells what they know.  We can tell others how Christ died for us and has 

forgiven our sins and brought us into His family.  You don’t need an elaborate speech or know 

all the theological answers.  You can witness to what Christ has done for you!   

 

The words of the collector after experiencing the beautiful music of the master violinist apply 

even more so to the beautiful music of the gospel: “I have no right to keep that to myself…Take 

it into the world, and let people hear it.”                     
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