
PROVERBS: LIVING SKILLFULLY 

Monday, May 4 

Reading: Proverbs 1-2 
 

Proverbs 1:1  The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 2  for attaining wisdom and discipline; 

for understanding words of insight; 3  for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just 

and fair 
 

For the most part, Proverbs is a collection of short, pithy words of wisdom. They often are in no 

apparent order (which makes the book difficult to outline!) We must be careful as we read them 

to understand that they are NOT promises. They are statements about how things normally work 

in life. But there are exceptions. For instance, Proverbs 26:4 says “do not answer a fool 

according to his folly.” But the very next verse says “Answer a fool according to his folly.” So 

which is it? The situation will determine which proverb applies best. Proverbs 22:6 is another 

proverb that taken as a promise can damage one’s faith (We’ll look a little closer at this one on 

Thursday). We must remember to take these wisdom statements as guides for living but not 

promises or rules that always apply to every situation. 

 

AUTHOR: Solomon (with a few lesser known kings writing the last few)  

 

OUTLINE OF PROVERBS: 

 

(1) Call of Wisdom     Proverbs 1-9  

(2) Proverbs of Solomon     Proverbs 10-24  

(2) Proverbs of Solomon (collected by Hezekiah)  Proverbs 25-29 

(3) Proverbs of Agur & Lemuel     Proverbs 30-31 

 

The book of Proverbs was written to move us from being stupid to living wisely. A repeated 

word throughout the book is the word “fool.” This English word is used over 50 times in 

Proverbs to translate several Hebrew terms. It can literally be translated as “thick-headed.” It 

describes a person who refuses the wisdom that only God can give. 

 

In contrast, the word “wisdom” is also used over 50 times in Proverbs. The word carries the idea 

of being skillful. Thus wisdom could be seen as “living skillfully.” All the wise sayings of the 

book are intended to teach us what this means.   

 

In the opening verses, Solomon wants us to know that there is only one way to live skillfully: 
 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 

 but fools despise wisdom and instruction” 
 

This truth is so important that Solomon repeats it 14 times! What does it mean to “fear the 

Lord?” It does not mean that we are scared of God. It means that we revere and honor Him, that 

we give Him the proper place in our lives. To live skillfully, we must begin with God. He must 

be our Source of wisdom - - - of everything! Stupid, foolish people do not get this! They turn to a 

world that is warped by sin to gain “wisdom.”   

 

Where do you base your search for wisdom and skillful living? Are you “crazy” for God or 

following the “stupidity” of the world? 
 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 16 


