
A TINY TAX MAN 

Tuesday, May 4 

Reading: Luke 19:1-10 
 

Luke 19:9  Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son  

of Abraham. 10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 

Years ago in Sunday School we learned the song “Zacchaeus was a wee little man.” It told the 

story of a short tax man who wanted to see Jesus. We could see him climbing that tree as we did 

the motions to the song. But there is more to the story than what we sang as children. 

 

As Jesus continued through Jericho He met another “blind” man. While this man’s physical eyes 

were opened, his spiritual eyes were awaiting Jesus’ light. Zacchaeus was not just a tax collector, 

but a chief tax collector, in charge of other tax collectors. As such, he had become very rich 

through over-taxing and pocketing the excess. But unlike the rich young ruler, Zacchaeus was 

ready to accept Jesus’ message.   

 

The blind man had sought out Jesus with his cries for mercy. Jesus Himself sought out this tax 

man. He even knows his name! He finds him in a sycamore tree because he could not see over 

the crowd. Jesus invites Himself to Zacchaeus’ home; an action that is met with joy by 

Zacchaeus. However, the people of Jericho have a different reaction. They complained that Jesus 

would bypass them and go to the house of the worst sinner in town. 

 

Zacchaeus does exactly what Jesus had invited the rich young ruler to do. He gave half his 

wealth to the poor and paid back those he had cheated 4 times over. He would not have much left 

after this action but Jesus informs him that he had salvation, not because of his giving, but 

because his giving displayed that his heart had been changed.  

 

To the Jews, Zacchaeus was a traitor and thus disowned as “a son of Abraham.” However, his 

faith proved that he was not only a son of Abraham by birth but also by faith. He was 

demonstrating the saving faith that made Abraham the father of faith. Jesus ends His affirmation 

of this tax man by proclaiming that the salvation of Zacchaeus was another fulfillment of His 

mission – to seek and the save the lost. 

 

Zacchaeus realized that he needed to set things right with those he had wronged – not to get 

salvation but because he had already received salvation. What is standing in your way from fully 

following Jesus? Are there people you need to get right with? Is some material thing getting 

more attention in life than the Lord? 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 Chronicles 1-4; Acts 3 


